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The Cosmic Context

As students of the esoteric occultism of Alice Bgibnd the Tibetan Master know, the magnificence
of the infinite cosmos expresses itself througheosdupon orders of celestial life, extending from
formless lives on high to the more tangible versibelow. Thus, the Divine Journey from the Unknown
Absolute at rest within itself to the manifold dinsgons of the manifested creation embraces and
expresses itself through great Logoic Lives at heyels of vibrational being as well as throughcsipe
embodied Lives in the tangible spheres of life.

At the tangible end of this spectrum are the Liwdbéch animate the constellations of the zodiac, the
star groupings which from the perspective of theteare seen distributed through the region ofsthe
known as the ecliptic. Often described as an in@gitbelt surrounding the Earth, the ecliptic itgslf
nothing other than the plane of our solar systetomithe perspective of Earth, it is the swath ef shy
through which the Sun, Moon, and planets are segrass. It's this region which also contains tree st
groupings which the Tibetan refers to as the zadieanstellations.

Understanding the zodiacal constellations is @itio a full comprehension of the spiritual teagsin
given inEsoteric Astrology by Alice Bailey. These constellations constitutedamental building blocks
of the esoteric teaching on evolutionary astrolagygiven by the Tibetan for use in the New or Agrar
Age. In fact, the zodiacal constellations congtitsbme of the big, general, and inclusive themes
overarching the smaller, specific details of thetesc astrological system. This relationship ofi@&l to
specific is a reincarnation of the ever-relevarduttcdictum that right esoteric study should pratéem
universals to particulars. In this context, thbefan framed the matter this way: the general quace
concerning the signs of the zodiac should be cemnstiand taken to heart well before the detailhef
esoteric astrological system are broachdd. other words, students should start by gainimgy a
understanding of the zodiacal constellations, &ed tvork their ways down to the more detailed lewoél
the teaching, such as the triple rulership systaththe esoteric natures of the planets. Many staden
want to start with a consideration of what the ptarin specific signs and houses of the chart fsigBut,
according to the Tibetan, to do so is to start ftbemwrong end of the stick by emphasizing detasr
general principles. Not the right approach, saydezik occultism. When it comes to the use of egote
astrology as either a contemplative or an inteiygatevice, start with the zodiacal constellations.

Zodiacal Congtellations and Signs of the Zodiac Contrasted

The first thing to know in this regard is that #aiacal constellations and the signs of the zodrac
in fact two very different things, a distinction imhportance fully acknowledged by the Tibetan Maste
when he stated through the stenographic writingsAlife Bailey, “In the understanding of the
significance of the distinction between constediasi as galaxies of stars, and signs as concentrated
influence will come fresh light upon the scienceastrology.? Obviously, it is necessary that these two
terms — constellations and signs - be defined &atlg comprehended.

The Tibetan offered a plainly stated definition fonly one of these terms: constellation. A
constellation he defined as “...two or more solatays or series of suns with their attendant plaiets
In this sense, then, a constellation is any graypinat least two stars (or suns, which is whatsstae),
though a constellation as the Tibetan defined iy miso be constituted of at least two “sequences” o
internal subgroupings of stars, which would makemastellation pretty well chock full of stars. Hovee,
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the Tibetan also alluded to constellations as “gataof stars,” as in the passage quoted abovenkire
galaxy’s worth of stars would of course encompasted bit more than “two or more” stars and pdgsib
greater than two or more sequences of stars asSee#xactly what did he mean — two or more steus,
or more groups of stars, or entire galaxies?

A word or two from modern astronomical knowledgegimihelp simplify this complexity. As now
widely recognized, galaxies are constituted of vashbers of stars, perceived from the vantage pgint
planet Earth to be positioned in all directionsspfice, not just along the swath of space where the
zodiacal constellations are found. Thus, it isli@ly that the Tibetan meant that his “galaxiesstsrs”
comment be taken in any literal sense. Insteadlliprobability he employed the term “galaxy” ingh
regard as a bit of hyperbole intended to emphahbizalifference between constellations as collestimin
star systems, and signs as something other. Theszddiacal constellations are not literally gadaxi
such as the Milky Way Galaxy of which our solarteys is a member, or such as the other relatively
nearby galaxies, but simply groups made of mangssta fact, these groups of many stars constgutin
the zodiacal constellations are all located withie same galaxy (The Milky Way Galaxy) as is odaiso
system. True galaxies, then, they are not, butpgaf stars they are. Thus, the word “constell&tion
simply means a group of stars constituted of &t l#eo suns.

Such groups of many stars are to be contrastedthagtisigns of the zodiac, the Tibetan pointed out.
As for the definition of the signs of the zodiacading to the Tibetan, that is a complex mattdre T
word sign in the astrological context refers to a divisidntloe ecliptic, so the worécliptic must be
understood as well. The ecliptic is essentially plene of the solar system as seen from planehEart
Earthlings see the ecliptic in the southern skpuwf planet as the belt of the heavens through wthieh
Sun, Moon, and planets appear to move in a twentyfiour period. Though all these bodies certainly
have some kind of motion of their own, the mairsmrawhy they are thus seen to pass from east tb wes
in the southern sky is the daily rotation of thetkan its own axis. This motion takes our planatre
rolling eastward and hence brings a new portiothefsky into view while it simultaneously obscures
from view another portion of the sky in the west.

As a result, any point on Earth experiences a 3fdek view of the sky in a day’s time. The ecliptic
is nothing but a mathematical representation anasoméng system for the resulting 360-degree view of
the sky. Obviously then, the ecliptic can be repnésd as a circle. The planets, the Sun, and thenMo
can be perceived and mapped within this 360-defyeeee of reference or circle. When divided into
twelve equal segments of thirty degrees each, dliide becomes the zodiac of astrological signs.
However, there are at least three starting ponots fwhich this dividing and measuring of the cirolay
commence.

First, the ecliptic may be divided into twelve eljgactions starting with the positions of the btigh
stars such as Aldebaran, Regulus, and Antaregnirsgithese the positions of 15 degrees Taurus, Leo
and Scorpio respectively, and allotting the renmgnsections accordingly. This is the approach which
was taken by the Babylonian and Egyptian astrodogiehe centuries leading up to 0 C.E.

Second, a single bright star near the ecliptic maygingled out as a beginning point from which to
mark out twelve even divisions of the ecliptic. 38 the approach embraced by the traditional lagtyo
of India and of western siderealist astrology, botlwhich assign the star Spica the value of eifer
degrees Virgo or 0 degrees Libra, and allot theairing sections accordingfyThese systems of
mapping the ecliptic are called sidereal, afterlthén wordsidus for star. All sidereal systems are based
on measurement of space using visible star grosping

Third, the ecliptic may be divided and measuredhenbasis of the points in space against which the
Sun is seen when Earth is experiencing the equinamd solstices. This last approach has been eetbrac
by the bulk of western astrology since approxinyailél7 B.C.E. when the Greek astronomer Hipparchus
identified the phenomena of the precession of theinexes and conceptualized the twelve equal
divisions of the ecliptic based on the equinodsialstitial framework. This approach is called the tropical
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system of astrology, not because is has anythirdptwith bright and sunny beaches, but because it i
founded upon the same astronomical fundamentalgebalt in the weather zones on our planet, which
are bounded by the Tropics of Cancer and Capriddence, it is the tropical astrological system, ahhi

is to say, a system founded on the astronomicaldmnentals which generate the seasons and weather
zones on our planet. In this system, the signd@fzbdiac are mathematical creations, precise,, ergh
regular 30-degree sections of space measured tieregliptic.

Use of the tropical system generates completeferdifit sign positions for celestial bodies fromttha
which the sidereal system yields. That's one reds®i0 important to know about the two systemd an
their different starting points. However, there’sexond reason the esoteric student needs to kipowt a
the tropical and sidereal systems. It has to db thi¢ technical indicator of the astrological agesh as
the Ages of Pisces and Aquarius so often discussta Alice Bailey literature.

The technical indicator of the changing astrolog@ges is referred to as the precession of the
equinoxes. The precession of the equinoxes isestial motion caused by the migration of the trapic
frame of reference within the sidereal frame oérefice. Yes, you read that correctly. The trodieathe
of reference results from the Earth-Sun relatigmshis closer to home, and that’s why it can bers®
move in comparison to the stars much farther ospiace. It's this movement of one frame of refegenc
within another which is the basis of the precessiatihe equinoxes.

Knowledge of the precession of the equinoxes has b@a item of esoteric initiatory knowledge for
millennia on our planet. For example, a measurenfienthe length of the precessional cycle was
apparently built into certain dimensions of the &rByramid by its prescient designéiExactly when
such knowledge is certain to have been recogniyeat beast a privileged initiatory group hinges apo
the dates accepted for construction of the GreatarRig. Conventional archaeology places the
construction of this great monument at about 2500.,Bbut recent research by innovative thinkers
undaunted by the prevailing academic paradigm leagqd the date of construction for some of the
monuments of the Great Pyramid complex at 10,5@D°Blhus, it is possible that knowledge of the
precessional cycle has been present on Earth fioe 42,000 years or more.

By contrast, knowledge of the precessional cycle been present in western exoteric science just
over two thousand years, having been acknowledgedpproximately 127 B.C.E. when Greek
astronomer, astrologer, and mathematician Hipparobalized from his lengthy and painstaking cedésti
observations that the position of the spring equipoint shifted very slowly against the backgrowid
stars, moving at the rate of one degree of spaeg/ &2 years. This discovery marked the momeritén t
timeline of science, mathematics, and astronomyhath the sidereal and tropical systems for mapping
the celestial globe were definitively demarcate@ &mmm the other. It was at this point that forward
thinking minds realized that much greater accurafcgelestial position could be produced by a system
based on divisions of ecliptical space which wdreotutely equal (as in the tropical system), asospg
to divisions of ecliptical space which were depemdgon the highly irregular shapes and sizes ef th
zodiacal constellations. From that moment forwaing, tropical system became the dominant mapping
system used in Mediterranean celestial observatiah philosophy, from which western astrology was
spawned.

As a result, western astrology in the modern wanbérates from within a zodiac which has its
starting mark located at the point in front of whitie Sun is perceived on the day of the Springriequ
in the northern hemisphere. That day becomes ttétedfay of the astrological year, and the corredjpan
point in the ecliptic against which the Sun is s#&t day becomes zero degrees Aries. From that poi
forward, twelve segments of thirty degrees each bmynarked out. These are the twelve signs of the
western astrological zodiac. They are perfectlyneaed equal mathematical divisions of the ecliptic.

It should be noted that each of the three methdédsc{ibed above) for marking off the circle of the
ecliptic yields, as a result, significantly diffetedegree and sign positions for the various celdsbdies
which may be perceived in and therefore mappecdchéndircle of the ecliptic. However, these three
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methods are all alike in that all are simply methémt dividing the circle of the ecliptic into twel equal
segments. In this regard, they stand apart fronmtapping of the ecliptic on the basis of actualals
star groupings, or the constellations which carsdsn in the region of the ecliptic. These condtetia
(though of the same names as the signs of the Qodiay greatly in size, with some small and angled
away from the ecliptic, others vast and sprawlikgr that reason, the shapes and sizes of the
constellations (i.e., the visible star grouping®) r@ot conducive to the uniform measurement ofspac

The uniform measurement of space must, howeveacbemplished, if the movements of the Sun,
Moon, and planets are to be observed and predetedrately. Thus, an absolutely even measuring
system is required. Any of the methods of dividihg ecliptic into twelve absolutely equal sectors
accomplish that purpose. The zodiacal signs haserawithin the development of astrology (and amicie
astronomy as well) for this purpose and are mathtiealantities resulting from the equal divisiorftoe
ecliptic; by contrast, constellations are actual sfroupings of various sizes. It is needful todhtlis
difference in mind, for as the Tibetan has stat#adl,the understanding of the significance of the
distinction between constellations as galaxiegaxksand signs as concentrated influence will cresh
light upon the science of astrolog?.”

However, the immediate question for students ofAbeless Wisdom is as follows: which one of the
methods for dividing the ecliptic into sign sectarzurately reflects the concentrated influenceshich
the Tibetan referred, the recognition of whichasbting fresh light on the science of astrology®Th
answer to that question might be had by determimihigh of the systems for dividing the ecliptic was
used by the Master Djwhal Khul in his dictationgagi through Alice Bailey.

Sufficient evidence exists that the equinoctiakttal framework was the ecliptical division syste
from within which the Tibetan spoke. Perhaps thestnaoresting item of such evidence is the statement
given by the Tibetan to disciple Eugene Cosgro®@&(l in Discipleship in the New Age | and 11) that
Cosgrove was born in the sign Genthi.

Author of The Science of the Initiates (published by Lucis Publishing Company in 1934}fersto a
Disciple (Ashram Press of Chicago, 1935), ale High Walk of Discipleship (Ashram Press, Chicago,
1945), Eugene Milne Cosgrove was born on June 86£8The Sun is in Gemini on this date each year
only in the mapping system based on the equinestistitial framework, which is to say, the western
tropical system (the one used by most astrologeithe west since the second century B.C.E.) In the
sidereal system used in India and by some westdeneslist astrologers, Gemini does not begin until
June 15. The Egyptian-Babylonian zodiac structuned\ldebaran, Regulus, and Antares would present
approximately the same divergence of dates. Thes,Tibetan’s astrological frame of reference was
without a doubt tropical in his statement to Cosgro

Further, consider the following. The Tibetan eqdatene with Sun in Gemiiiand August with Sun
in Leo’® In the sidereal system, the Sun is in Gemini foly dhalf of the month of June, while in the
tropical system, the Sun is in Gemini for two-tlsirdf the month of June. So with August, for in the
sidereal system, the Sun is in Leo only one hathefmonth of August, while in the tropical syste¢he
Sun is in Leo for a full two- thirds of the montl August. Thus, on measure of sheer probability, it
would appear that the greater likelihood is that Tiibetan was referring to the dates of the Sunssas
given in the tropical system.

Then there is the matter of the various spiriteatif/als held throughout the year. The Three Syaikit
Festivals were placed by the Tibetan to follow $peing EquinoX? which is of course a key point in the
tropical system, but not in the sidereal (eithesdohon the positions of Spica or upon those of Bddan,
Regulus, and Antares). In particular, the Tibetiztesl that the first of these Festivals would &allthe
first full moon of Spring and be called the FedtivhEaster. Easter itself is defined in the ciodllendar
by the western Christian faith as the first Sunftdipwing the first full moon after the vernal eqoix.
That the Tibetan called this Festival by the nafEaster and placed it on the first full moon feliag
the beginning of the tropically defined astrolodiigear strongly suggests that to the Tibetan, the
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equinoctial-solstitial frame of reference was natyorelevant but central. This argues for the tcapi
frame of reference as legitimate and reliable.

Further, placing the Three Spiritual Festivals be three full moons following spring equinox
suggests that the festivals themselves have toittiotlne increase of solar power, which is only ey
dominant over the darkness or night force (in toghern hemisphere) during the time when the Sun is
seen against the divisions of the ecliptic knownhestropical signs of Aries, Taurus, and GemiriisT
again suggests that the equinoctial-solstitialti@pical) frame of reference is basic and fullyegmed in
the way that Hierarchy analyzes energies and @pinsual observations.

So also does the placement of the Festival of tee Sroup of World Servers, held every seventh
year during the period December 21 through Dece@8@iand designed to increase the spiritual linkage
of Humanity with Hierarchy. The December dates dricl it occurs are not particularly notable in the
sidereal calendar, falling in the early part ofese&hl Sagittarius. However, December 21 in theidedp
system is a standout date, for it is almost alviagsdate of the winter solstice itself, a time pamthe
calendar year recognized as sacred by many spifitaditions. The week of the NGWS Festival
therefore would in the tropical system be firmlyaahed to a key time point in the astrological y¢iae
first week following the point at which amount o&ydight begins to increase after its steep decline
initiated at autumn equinox. This dramateturn of light theme would seem to be entirely in keeping
with the intent of the NGWS Festival, which seekdting spiritual light to Humanity. Thus, placerhen
of this Festival seems to have been determinedsbgcsation with both the symbolic and real occult
power in the winter solstice point.

Speaking of December in particular, the Tibetanpgmequated the month of December to the
influence of Capricorn in one passdfayhich equivalence is only true in the tropical teys, for
Capricorn does not begin until January 15 in thaergial system. So this taken together with the
placement of the Festival of the NGWS in late Ddoemnessentially at the winter solstice constitites
rather convincing two-punch argument supportingdbietention that the Tibetan spoke from within the
tropical frame of reference. There would be no oteason to situate the Festival of the New Group o
World Servers at the winter solstice.

Finally, as further evidence suggesting that theeln spoke from within the tropical or equinoetial
solstitial frame of reference, it might be mentidrteat the tropical mapping system was used by the
Theosophical astrologer Alan L&bwhom the Tibetan pronounced closer to the esopmsition than
certain others, and by astrological enthusiast RobAssagioli, who was a personal student of the
Tibetan’s™® If the Theosophical astrologer Alan Leo was rightthis, just as the Tibetan said he was on
other things, then it would appear that the westaypical system for establishing the divisionstlué
ecliptic and thereby the astrological signs isdhe referred to by the Tibetan. The same couldaluefer
Assagioli's example, for if under the guiding irdhce of the Tibetan Master's mental and spiritual
radiations, Assagioli was moved to think in tropiterms, this but adds weight to the growing list o
reasons which suggest that the tropical or equimeslstitial frame of reference was sanctioned!sy
Tibetan Master.

§

It is therefore to the signs of the zodiac whider@ion must be directed,; it is they which functes
regions ofconcentrated influence, as the Tibetan phrased it. And of what natureush influence?
Simply, those of the zodiacal constellations, fertlze Tibetan has stated plainly, “...when speakihg o
signs | am referring to the influences of the celistions as they are represented by the sijiEd’ cast
the matter in the most essential terms, then,alh@ing can be stated.

According to the esoteric astrological doctrineegi\by the Tibetan through Alice Bailey, the tropica
signs of the zodiac represent the constellatiotbeoame names. These signs function as zondséh w
the influences of the related constellations aneceatrated. This means that, for example, the eader
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constellation of Aries works through the tropicalision of the ecliptic named Aries, the constétiatof
Taurus through the tropical ecliptic division namilrus, and so on through the entire sequendaeof t
twelve zodiacal constellations and their repredemtaigns. Again, it should be reiterated that shgns
are equal divisions of the ecliptic arranged arotivedsolstitial-equinoctial framework rather thagiriy
defined in space by the irregularly sized visilibe groupings.

Signs as such are astrologically activated whem ftbe point of view of the Earth, the Sun is
mathematically perceived in any one of them, whenplanets or Moon are mathematically perceived in
any one of them, or when any one of the twelve gligisions of the ecliptic is caused by the conistan
eastward rotation of our planet to pass over tisteea horizon, the overhead point, the westerrzbaori
or the directly underfoot position. Yet these diwiss of the ecliptic are always there, as the Eanths
continuously within this circular frame of referend&ven so, there is nothing tangible about thisidins
of the ecliptic. They are mathematical and georoatentities marked off in a circular frame of meigce
moored to the equinox and solstice points.

The zodiac of signs has been defined in this fashince the twelve equal divisions of the ecliptic
were conceptualized by the Greek astronomer Hippisrin the second century B.CEBy contrast,
constellations are actual physical groupings ofsstehich can be seen in the night sky with eithner t
physical eyes or with an optical aid and which hbagen visible as long as humans have been on Earth.
However, the zodiac of signs can never be seenemight sky, for the distribution of the signs ward
the ecliptic can only be seen in some kind of fegwe representation of space, such as a diagran in
book or other reference material. Signs are alisematities; constellations are made of physicatssta
However, they use the same twelve names — AriagLifaand so on.

This distinction between constellations and sigosital present little or no difficulty for the inqirig
mind were it not for the fact that even though #ogliacal constellations (those actual star grouging
perceived near the ecliptic) and the twelve divisiof the ecliptic bear the same twelve names, dney
not found in exactly the same locations in spacepétentially disorienting as this fact may beyéhis a
simple and meaningful reason why it's so. The reddds the precession of the equinoxes, a facelr w
acknowledged and understood by all informed aggesi® Even so, the apparent contradiction has been
exploited by those both inside and outside of teodbgical community who would discount the
relevance of the twelve equal divisions of the i Critics of the tropical system typically firfdult
with it, for as they say, no planet is really el@ated in this or that sign; it is, instead, founduch and
such a constellation.

However, the relevance of the signs was addregsedfisally by the Tibetan, who acknowledged
them in a statement embedded in a discussion of/¢he long time cycles which govern and affect
spiritual evolution on our planet, including thepiantant precession of the equinoxes (which defares
approximately 26,000 year long cycle). In the midfthat discussion, he stated, “...when speaking of
signs, | am referring to the influences of the ¢elttions as they are represented by the sigriBtiere
are several important implications packed withis gtatement.

The first and perhaps most notable point to beaeted from this statement is that the Tibetan felt
called to make a distinction between the signsthadonstellations. Undoubtedly, he registeredeal ne
address this point because of questions which wimdditably arise in the minds of those who would
read his dictations on the esoteric astrologicaictdt is likely that the Tibetan Master knew tlzditleast
some of his readers would be well aware of theedifice between the sidereal mapping system and the
tropical mapping systems, the first based on \asiabnstellations, the second upon the twelve even
divisions of the ecliptic.

§

An argument about the relative merit of these tvapping systems has been waged by astrologically
inclined minds since the second century B.C.E. wivestern thinkers realized the two diverge. It was
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then that observational astronomers and astrolaggefized there exists a constant gradual migration
the position of the Sun as seen against the bagkafalistant stars when Earth is experiencing the
equinoxes and solstices. This constant but grachigdation of the equinoctial-solstitial framewoisk
called the precession of the equinoxes. It is gteoaomical cause for the spatial divergence beiviee
twelve even-sized divisions of the ecliptic and thastellations of the same names. These two frafhes
reference do not line up along a line of sightstaslied from planet Earth.

This discrepancy has given rise to an ongoing dsion about the best and most proper mapping
system to use. The question is a very relevantrmve in the early twenty-first century, for over the
centuries, the divergence between the two mappistess has become pronounced on account of the
precession of the equinoxes - that continual, mneimaigration of the equinoctial-solstitial framework
relative to the constellations visible near thaptic. Further, the sidereal constellations are exegnly
sized, some taking far more and some far less tharuniform thirty-degree portion allotted to the
divisions of the ecliptic, which makes the busineSsnatching up these two frames of reference even
more complex.

Fortunately, the Tibetan made very short work afoteing this otherwise thorny problem in his
statement that the signs represent the consteltatio other words, the zodiacal constellationsthes
energy sources for the signs. From this it candikeged that the signs express the energies geddrat
the star groupings in the constellations lying gltime ecliptic. Thus, in essence the Tibetan gaititioth
the constellations and the signs are factors gezrnt@esoteric astrological considerations, whilekinma
plain that by the wordign he did not mean the visible star groupings lyingngl the ecliptic. By the
word sign, then, he meant the twelve even sized divisionsthef ecliptic, and not the sidereal
constellations, as some might have assumed or wedd# can therefore be inferred that, from the
esoteric perspective, the signs of the zodiac deed constitute a relevant consideration. If theg hot,
the Tibetan would not have assigned them the irapoftinction of representing the constellations.

Thus, it can in simple and in sum be gatheredtti@fTibetan accepted the tropical zodiac as the one
nearest in influence to the matters with which E#@sed astrologers would be concerned. In other
words, the twelve even-sized divisions of the didipre indeed the windows and doors through which
the energies of the zodiacal constellations gatnasne to our region of experience. Such a model is
completely in keeping with the general principlesi [down by the Tibetan in regard to the hieraclok
influence which constitute the life of space, fofeatures a means by which the influence of grdates
is passed on to lesser lives. Here, the greates kive those embodied in the zodiacal consteligtitie
lesser lives our solar system and all units withimand the signs (or divisions of the ecliptick ttmeans
by which influence is transmitted from the greatethe lesser.

An important and illuminating point to considerthis regard is the fact that the signs of the trabi
zodiac arise from the astronomical fundamentalsciwtdefine the Earth to Sun relationship. These
fundamentals include the shape and size of thenBaotbit around the Sun, together with the angle a
which the Earth’s axis of rotation is inclined tetplane of the solar system. All these factorsradt to
produce the angle at which sun light strikes the faf our planet at any point within the year, vishie to
say, the combined effect of these factors cretieseasons as they are known in the temperatetema
Further, it is these astronomical fundamentals lEtso produce the equinoctial - solstitial franfe o
reference. In other words, the astronomical funddaie built in to the Earth-Sun relationship defthe
equinoctial-solstitial frame of reference. As a sequence, it could with accuracy and fairness ke sa
that the equinoxes and solstices are indicationisni@ and space of the particular relationship madur
planet to the Sun, a matter of importance to ampse student of esotericism, for it illuminate® th
relationship of our Planetary Logos to the Solagdas

Since the equinoctial-solstitial frame of referengealso the structure upon which the signs of the
tropical zodiac are arranged, this notion can bersled to the signs themselves as well. Thus, the
zodiacal signs may be understood as consequendhe phrticular relationship that our planet haghwi
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the Sun, or to use the language of esotericismiela¢ionship that our Planetary Logos has to thiarS
Logos. This is why the tropical signs may be coased relevant in the field of astrological analysisl
inquiry. The tropical signs stand for phases andtpan the Earth-Sun relationship, a relationskiipch

is physically defined by the particular orbital ipdbllowed by Earth around the Sun, and the angle a
which Earth’s axis of rotation is inclined to thiame of the solar system, both of which are symbumis
the spiritual relationship existing between Eantid &un — which is to say, Planetary Logos and Solar
Logos.

It is the entirety of the phases of relationshipsieen Earth and Sun which have been associated by
the Tibetan with the circle or cycle of the constgbns lying farther out in deep space, and cousetlyy
with the representative signs of the zodiac. TheetEin Master did not delve into this matter invlagy it
has been described here, electing instead to emtisdhought about the matter in a pithy admonition
“...when speaking of signs | am referring to theuefices of the constellations as they are repratbyte
the signs.” That's the short course on the subject, a forranatharacteristic of Hierarchy’s usual
method of communication via symbols packed withtipld levels and layers of meaning. However,
what it implies is that the twelve even-sized diis of the ecliptic function very nicely as condufior
the energies of the stars lying farther out in spac

Again, it might be asked why it was even neces#iaay such a question be broached. The answer
comes in the examination of several passages flmmBhiley writings which can be interpreted to
indicate that there exists a fundamental flaw i@ ttopical or equinoctial-solstitial frame of redace.
Due to those passages, it has come easily to lmamgEherations of Bailey students to wonder if ppeh
the true “signs” were not in fact the constellatipand that therefore if not the sidereal mappygiesn
based on bright stars were the one to use. HowéwverTibetan Master anticipated and answered that
guestion unequivocally. His answer: “...when spealohgigns | am referring to the influences of the
constellations as they are represented by the .&fi$us, if the constellations were themselves the tr
signs, there would have been no need for the Tibetdnave made such a statement. It can theretore b
safely concluded that he well knew of the ecligtidwision systems and approved of their use. As to
exactly which one, evidence presented above hasgabconclusively to the tropical mapping system.

8

Even so, in fairness to the principle of open dmtdugh discussion, the passages which have raised
the question as to which he employed in his ownkihg must be explored.

The issue was raised early in the pages of Bailegiseric Astrology. There the Tibetan fired the
first salvo on this question to be recorded inéplicitly astrological volume, igniting the cont@rsy
this way. “The statement is frequently made thabéxyy is an exact science but that is far fronrect
in spite of the many mathematical computationsrdatyy is based, curiously enough, upon illusion fo
as you well know, the zodiac is naught but the imagy path of the sun through the heavens, andathis
it appears from the standpoint of our totally imsfigant planet. The sun is not, as stated, in sign of
the zodiac. It simply appears to be so as it pabst@een our little sphere, the Earth, and the
constellations at any particular time or seasén.”

The key assertion in this passage is that “astyol®dpased on illusion.” That just downright sounds
bad. After all, illusion itself is misleading, capt, and spiritually repulsive, is it not, so doe#ns mean
that all of astrology is blighted? Prickling suspits thus alarmingly raised, the reader goes on to
encounter “the zodiac is haught but an imaginati,pand “the sun is not in any sign of the zodi&y
the time all that goes down the hatch, it's a wenaieyone reads on. Such are the intended tactics
employed by watchful Hierarchy in its discussiortlad mysteries.

The hardy press on, wading unsuspectingly intosaudision of the precession of the equinoxes and
the technical explanation for why the signs of zbeiac and the constellations are no longer lingéu
space as contemplated from Earth. And there, imillet of other matters, the reader finds thas,dlas
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illusion business is not quite as condemnatory agght seem! The despicable illusion, the readwatsf,

is none other than that created by observatiorhefsblar system from a particular point. That point
becomes the center of space to the observer thuitsoped, though the actual center of the solatesyss
the Sun (a fact well known by the astrologers eftthentieth and twenty-first centuries).

Apparently dismissive language notwithstanding, enari this claim of “appearance” (or illusion)
succeeds in imprecating the signs of the zodiagnye of disproving the relationship of the Eatththe
Sun upon which the signs are based, though minfisniliar with the technical matters of astrological
mapping may easily think so. Nor is this “illusionhveiled to be some sort of moral failing whicts ha
contaminated the astrological philosophy. Instéad,simply a matter of physical mechanics coneyn
the point from which observation of space is made.closer inspection, it's evident that's the “Grea
lllusion,” and nothing other.

That dispatched, it remains to point out that ogllthe zodiac an imaginary path sounds equally
dismissive. Perhaps the word “imaginary” is nottgundicative of facts in this context, for as leen
shown, the zodiac of signs is veritably a sequexidhirty-degree divisions of the ecliptic, and ribie
nothing delusional about that. True, the zodiasighs is not tangible, but that fact does not refitda
figment of wild imaginings entertained solely byetwooly-minded. In fact, the zodiac of signs is a
mathematical and geometrical reality. To sometem of that order may well be imaginary, and peshap
it was to that perspective which the Tibetan addréshimself in this passage. However, the only real
sense in which the zodiac of signs can be labetegjinary is that it can’t be seen in the night Skyus,
it is visible only as a mental image; thereforehpgs, imaginal.

So, as it turns out, two of the “illusions” speedi can easily be corrected via the mind, which can
know greater truth than the physical eyes can somastsee.

Yet what about the fact that the Tibetan has da&d3un is never “in” any sign of the zodiac? And by
the way, don't these assertions taken in sum atiadl poetty much pass judgment on astrology as ngthi
but a cheap bag of tricks palmed off on a gullimbblic? If so, it might be asked, just exactly wdigl a
Fifth Degree initiate devote nearly 700 pages ®@tthpic? All these questions crowd into the mind of
readers who first encounter what appear to be iscattenunciations of both astrological philosophd a
method.

Yet to return to the point by point refutation dat apparent dismissal, it should be said thatadde
the Sun never is “in” any sign. Rather, it is, tats the circumstance more accurately, simply sgamst
a portion of the ecliptic. To say that the Suniig ‘a sign is simply slang or informal language a#ésng
the actual situation. The Tibetan was quite righpoint this out, though in the doing, it appearshe
unwary that the whole of astrology deserves to comashing down of its own weight in a smoldering
heap of useless and outmoded ideas. Which is toadlathis raises questions as to the right metiood
analyzing spatial relationships — ecliptical ores&hl? For, some readers have reasoned, if thésSurt
truly in a sign, might it not then be more trulyidséo be in a constellation? Thus, this is one edfesal
passages which have given rise to uncertainty ath&b the Tibetan actually meant.

A further such passage can be foundEsoteric Astrology in a discussion of what the Tibetan calls
the Great Wheel, a poetic term for the circle & #odiac or the Wheel of Life. Once again, the TEbe
seems to issue a scathing denunciation of astrolég)states, “I have frequently referred to the that
the entire science of astrology is based upon aen@stent condition. It has no basis in materiat fand
yet is eternally based on truth. The zodiac isy@s well know, the imaginary path of the Sun in the
heavens. It is therefore largely an illusion, frdine esoteric point of view. But at the same time th
constellations exist, and the streams of energghlvpass and repass, intermingle and interlock girou
the body of space are by no means illusions bunitify express eternal relationshigs.In this passage,
astrology is apparently said to have no basis iteri@ fact and yet to be based on truth, a Zemkba
ever there was one, while the constellations ailechas bona fide real things. This looks like an and
out endorsement of the sidereal or constellatigizdlsed astrological mapping system, were it notife
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inconvenient fact that this non-existent conditiorwhich the Tibetan referred is also said to lsenatily
based on truth.

What, one might therefore ask, is the so-called-@astent condition, the one that “has no basis in
material fact?” The answer: It is the mathematimaicept of dividing the ecliptic circle into twelegual
sectors — sectors which indeed have no tangiblgsiile existence. That's the so-called non-existen
condition upon which astrology is based. Note, hawethat this non-existent condition is “eternally
(the Tibetan’s word) based on truth, but also ksiibn from the esoteric perspective.

What class or condition could possibly fit sucheddimdtion? Number principle, for one, just might.
Number principle according to many a mystery tiaditis an eternal truth, and it is precisely number
principle which creates the division of the cirfde the One) into twelve equal divisions (symbalgihe
many). In other words, the non-existent or intalggdmndition to which the Tibetan referred is quiezy
likely a metaphysical principle, that of number.isfTmetaphysical principle is itself highly refladi of
truth as expressed in the Divine Creative Proagbgh operates according to number and geometry, as
the Tibetan himself has many times S&iut since anything manifest is contaminated witheast a
modicum of illusory quality, then number principtey be sullied, tarnished with a degree of illusion
go along with the eternal truth with which it iwested.

At any rate, it is certain that the great principlgon which the tropical system is based is that of
number as an agency of the Divine Creative Pro@essytain type of eternal truth. This means that t
signs, themselves results of number at work withéncircle, can be considered legitimate considerat
The Tibetan even said so, straight out. “When agesfor instance, that the Sun is ‘in Aries’ ingeys
an esoteric truth but not an exoteric fact,” heva#d?’ in spite of his pronouncement to the contrary only
59 pages earlier.

An esoteric fact, but an exoteric non-fact, thensigre. So there it is. Thus, if by the phrase “Bun
Aries” the Tibetan meant the period of time frore ®pring Equinox forward for about 30 days, then he
has as much as said that these pesky immateriat@méxistent signs are in fact esoteric truth,clvhig
to say, the mathematical and geometrical concepdivitiing the ecliptic into twelve equal sectors
arranged around the equinoctial-solstitial framdwaarries weight and authenticity at the highegele
of perception.

Even so, the controversy over the proper mappistesy rages on, perpetuated by certain passages
which appear to call the relevance of the twelveaédivisions of the ecliptic (or the tropical syst) into
guestion. These passages largely do no more tHanmgpattention to the divergence between theidedp
and sidereal frames of refererf€ejoing so in such a way to suggest that the rehipers the Bailey
books was expected to have been unaware of this.i3$hough that lack of awareness may well have
characterized the readership at one time, at thasastrologically inclined are now fully aware tbe
differences between the several systems by whitdsti@ space may be mapped. To this audience, the
mere pointing out that the signs and constellat@mes|ocated in a slightly skewed spatial relatmns
does not serve to conclusively answer the questsaio which should be employed. That question $¢ be
answered by the evidence presented above in régaing legitimacy of the western or tropical fraofe
reference, as demonstrated by the Tibetan’s owofuseth dates and timing considerations.

§

Thus, the definition of the word “sign” as usedthg Tibetan has been demonstrated. A sign is a
division of the ecliptic, and the circle of the twe signs of the zodiac is tied to the natural Sact
equinoxes and solstices. It is these signs, thelifanwelve faces of the zodiac and their tradiab
western dates, through which pour the influenceb@fconstellations of the same name. In the siges,
influences of the eponymous constellations are dhbto focus and intensity - “concentrated,” as the
Tibetan has said.
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Getting this fact clearly in mind is of the esserfoe as the Tibetan informed his readership, fresh
understanding of the science of astrology will fesam a clear grasp of two main points:

1) There is a distinction to be made between the etlasbns as groups of stars on one hand,
and the signs as mathematical entities on the .other

2) Astrological signs, even though invisible in they sind only defined by the mathematics of
the Earth-Sun relationship, nonetheless function zases of concentrated influence
emanating from the related constellatiéhs.

With these two concepts firmly in mind, the emeiggenf the new astrology will be facilitated in the
light of the promised fresh understanding, andystady proceed to further considerations of the acali
signs according to the esoteric astrological doetri

The Nature of the Astrological Signs According to the Esoteric Occult Doctrine

Now that the technical definitions of the womign andconstellation have been given, it is possible
to look at the function of the signs as seen frbendccult philosophy of the Ageless Wisdom. Asiihs
out, this perspective offers a very different vielvthe astrological signs, one that takes into anto
various basic premises of the esoteric occult duetr

Perhaps first and foremost should be pointed ceitgénesis or origin of the astrological signs, as
seen from the inner knowledge of Hierarchy. Acaogdio the Tibetan Master, the actual origin of the
astrological signs and the reason for their refiémce lies in a project of Hierarchy undertakemiray
the Atlantean Race period. It was during that gkrtbe Tibetan has stated, that Hierarchy undertook
create on the mental plane specific thoughtformsagiying the notion of zodiacal signs as a sequehce
symbols representing wholeness and the individualities which go to make up that completeri&ss.
This is undoubtedly the archetype on the mentahelavhich precipitated into the concept of a
mathematically-based zodiac, one built not on angttangible but rather upon an abstract notion.

As promised above, it can now be stated thatii ihis occult origin for the astrological signsath
probably lies the significance of the distinctianbie made between signs and constellations, ad tge
the Tibetan. The distinction is significant becaitskeolds an occult mystery teaching pertainingte
work of Hierarchy in a previous era. It was an dffto tie distant stellar influences to planetary
experience via the mental plane. This effort hag resulted in a close relationship between facthrs
physical nature (the zodiacal constellations) aactdrs of a mental or abstract nature (the twelve
divisions of the ecliptic), the latter in spitetbkir relative intangibility nonetheless exertiransiderable
influence in their role as conduits for the enesgiéthe constellations.

Many thousands of years intervened between the dumieg which Hierarchy originally established
the idea of the circular zodiac on the mental pland the time when, in the second century B.C.E.,
western thinkers began to entertain the idea that mathematical division of the ecliptic could
legitimately symbolize wholeness and its divisiddsre is an example of the occult aphorism thagréh
is naught in manifestation but organized energyd amergy follows thought.” In other words,
thoughtforms create organized energy, which enevgytually precipitates to the physical plane asfo
Thus, Hierarchy exerted specific thought projecti@tk in Atlantean times to establish images of the
zodiac on the mental plane. This effort has nowlted in a definite approach to understanding
experience in the solar system and beyond, an appr@r as it might be called, a science) whichitsas
roots in deliberate visualizations undertaken bgrhtichy in the previous race period.

Since that time, the idea of a circular zodiac haisonly filtered down into the minds of men (and
women), but has also hardened into an exacting bbgyecise knowledge, subject as it has beendo th
particularly crystallizing effect of the Fifth Ragipminant in this the Aryan Race. Under the impeius
the Fifth Ray in the Aryan Race, this exacting andcretizing ray influence has brought the astiickig
science to an emphasis upon minute detail andamesplitting division of space and time in whatwie
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appear to produce an air-tight system of matheadatiertainty built on hard and fast measurements,
strictly delineating the boundaries between sigrather factors.

By contrast, the Tibetan has stated that the boigslhetween the signs are not that distthd@tis
ambiguity of boundary is also perfectly true of tunstellations, which have been conceptualized and
drawn so very differently throughout history thatne other than Hierarchy can say with absolute
authority where ends the figurative outline of @oastellation and where begins another. All thig/édl
to keep in mind as an antidote to the excess poaci®metimes demanded by the lower mind, which on
occasion makes a god out of what ought not beatkifi

Further, strong Fifth Ray influence invites, as Wibetan has said, “the glamour of assurarice,”
which is a false belief that the mind has captuaktdhere is to know on a subject, or that exceglglin
rigorous analysis alone will suffice to forever Indiown all essential truths in one unassailable
formulation. In spite of the fact that such a notinay appeal dearly to the data-dominated Aryardmin
higher truths do not always so obligingly submitribe by inch and foot. This it is well to remember
when Fifth Ray allure suggests that if only enonghmbers are generated, the final truth may be known

Even so, it is in the nature of the Fifth Ray-iefhiced collective mind, with its emphasis upon
counting, to ask, “How many?” In this case, “Howmyaare the signs of the zodiac?” This question
surfaces in the minds of Bailey students becauseethre two passages in Bailej£soteric Astrology
which refer to a zodiac of either 10 or 11 ratheamt 12 signs, though one of these pertains toittand
past, and another to the equally distant futtiRlavatsky also mentioned zodiacs divided into nerab
other than 13¢

The number of signs in the zodiac depends uporwthein which the zodiacal constellations are
conceptualized. Certain star groupings can be \degreeven joined in such a way as to produce any
number of arrangements. However, at present, ttteetipe of the zodiac used by Hierarchy is based on
the division of the circle of the sky into twelvecsors. There are esoteric reasons for the usheof t
twelve-based division. These reasons are primasity and they hinge upon the inner structure of the
solar system and star space, as the Tibetan heasleelv

Of the zodiacal round of constellations (upon whibk divisions of the ecliptic are based), the
Tibetan stated, “The zodiacal wheel is itself eSally a cosmic centre; it is a twelve-petalledust
within the thousand-petalled lotus of an unknowasnsi@ Entity, the One referred to...as the One About
Whom Naught May Be Said> His comment here of course pertains to the stibgstructure of the
constellational zodiac, which subjective structigeonly visible to advanced clairvoyant vision. §hi
comment also places the twelve-petalled zodiacalelvbomewhere within the head center of the Cosmic
Logos or the One About Whom Naught May Be Said.

From that remote position, the full beauty of thigelve petalled lotus is essentially invisible to
physical sight, though the physical matter which baalesced around the twelve petalled inner stitgec
structure is very much visible as the twelve zodlisstar groupings. These star groupings in turn are
composed of many solar systems, or the manifestdied of distant Solar Logoi. It is likely that gee
twelve groups of Solar Logoi constitute one of timportant egoic or soul groups of our own Solar
Logos. Each month when the moon is full and onojygosite side of the Earth from the Sun, the psychi
emanations of one of the twelve petals pours thrdbg Sun to our planet. These psychic emanatiens a
constituted of the natural telepathy that goesliotha@time between our Solar Logos and his egoisoull
group, the other Solar Logoi who make up the twglgtals of the great zodiacal lotus. It is thisunait
telepathy amongst Solar Logoi which is perceiveérdsanced solar activation by esotericists medgati
at the Full Moon period.

At any rate, the key point remains that the releévamber is twelve, for as the Tibetan has revealed
the prototypical, subjective form upon which theokm zodiacal constellations is built is an immense
lotus of twelve petals. Twelve is also the numbiepetals in the subjective lotus form upon which ou
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solar system is buiff Given this dominant and repeating twelve-basedcsire upon which both the
constellations of the zodiac and the solar systenbailt, it is entirely in keeping that the zodiafcsigns

in the ecliptic should reflect the same patternitiiar, the Tibetan specified twelve signs throughou
Bailey’s Esoteric Astrology and alluded to twelve labors associated with tgess Hence, the number of
signs in the zodiac may be confidently understaoblet twelve. This means that the zodiacs of 101&nd
signs proposed by contemporary sources may beysathside as considerations relevant for somer oth
period in evolution, but not the current.

The central and critical importance of these twehfeuences is undisputed in the Ageless Wisdom
tradition. According to Blavatsky, the final analysf influential energies is to be sought in “thecult
forces of the constellationd”” which according to the Tibetan, pour in througte tlepresentative
astrological signs (i.e., the divisions of the giiti). In particular, Blavatsky held that “the destand re-
ascent” of the monad or soul were inextricably lwbup with influence emanating from the zodiacal
signs® In other words, the process of incarnation and tifedisincarnation and return to spiritual realms
is much involved with the energies emanated bycthastellations and passed on to Earth through the
astrological signs (or divisions of the eclipti€ssentially the same notion was embraced by tHg ear
Gnostic philosophers, who conceptualized the jouwfethe soul as a progressive taking on of sheaths
from celestial sources as the soul filtered dovamfihigher levels into physical incarnation, andntlae
reverse process of shedding those same sheathelamglishing them whence they originally came in
the ascending return to the higher planes of existeSpiritual tradition has long suspected anthah
outright affirmed the intimate relationship betwesnliacal influence and spiritual evolution.

From the standpoint of esoteric occultism, thermanis great simple reason why. As the Tibetan has so
eloquently stated, the zodiacal influences are ntoteecause the entirety of the heavens, the
constellations, the planets, and even the signadblves are the expressions of the qualities aedts
of Great Beings who have brought them into formtlasir bodies of manifestatiofl. Thus, what
Earthlings perceive as potent astrological inflgeigcin fact the purposeful energy field of someager
being. From this perspective, it can be said thafrocess of individual incarnation and disincaomais
but an artifact of life waves pulsing through thgseater fields of existence. In the cases of idpass the
lives of which they are the expression are thetientivhich indwell the constellational groupingstioé
same names. Thus, the astrological sign of Ariggesses the energy, quality, and intent of thetgrea
being which uses the constellation of Aries a®ddy of manifestation. So with Taurus, Gemini, afd
the remaining signs. They are all expressions @fgtieater lives indwelling the constellational grimigs
of the same names.

These constellational lives are likewise affectggbtent energies circulating in the life of spags.
the Tibetan stated, the zodiacal constellationsre.teemselves the recipients of many streams afygne
coming to them from many sources. These fuse agmtblvith the energy of any particular constellation
and — transmuted and ‘occultly refined” — eventudithd their way into our solar systethThus, the
astrological signs which are their representatogs also be said to be the recipients of many atehp
energies from the life of space, transmuted andildgcrefined by the lives indwelling their source
constellations. These many and potent energie$veetby the zodiacal constellations and consequentl
by their representative signs are of course theeis®ays in various forms, of which the astrological
signs in turn become the specific agents and bigtis** each sign distributing a number of ré¥s.

The general and overall effect of these greatasliacting through the astrological signs upon the
lesser forms within their purview is threefold, aating to the Tibetan. This threefold effect stemosn
the inherent triple nature of all in manifestatibased as it is on the Divine Trinity of electsolar, and
frictional fire, or spirit, consciousness, and forfime signs are no different in this regard. Theythree-
part in their effect upon the lesser units withireit fields of influence. Thus, the astrologicayrs
accomplish the following three objectives in thee@rCosmic Plan.
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First and foremost, the astrological signs bringhf@onstellational energies the function of which
is “to evoke the emergence of the will aspect & theavenly man and of all monads, souls and
personalities who constitute the planetary bodexgression® In other words, the astrological signs
transmit the First or Will Aspect to all beings kit their field of contact, which field includeseth
Planetary Logos of our scheme plus all the monagsessing as souls and personalities within that
scheme at any given time. Simply put, this meaas #ifi the astrological signs carry and convey the
nature of the Will, which factor they obtain frohetgreat lives inhabiting the related constellation

According to the Tibetan, it is the nature of thdlWé dramatically decrease the draw exerted lgy th
form nature toward the personality side of exis¢éeramd concomitantly to facilitate attraction todvéine
consciousness side, which is to say, directly tdwRlanetary Hierarchy as the great Second Aspect
correlate in our planetary lifé. Thus, it may be rightly concluded that the infloerof the astrological
signs serves on one hand to starkly diminish irmoient with form and personality, while on the other
to augment momentum toward soul functioning and tmkage with Hierarchy, doing so through the life
lessons associated with the signs of the zodiac.

This fact is of signal importance to all individgastriving toward the status of discipleship and
beyond, for the life objectives of such units areagly engaged with the formation of an increasing|
functional link and relationship with Planetary Hiechy. Esoteric astrologers (or those endeavadong
become such) should always bear in mind that tfeeinces of the astrological signs can do just. timat
so doing, the influences of the astrological sigrescertain to produce the detachment crises eéten in
the lives of those pledged to the path of disclgfesind initiation. It is well to take mental naté this
facet of sign influence, which is not an effect coomly attributed to general sign influence in
conventional astrology. However, from the esotastrological perspective, it is but the first ofed
general hitherto unsuspected effects worked bynfiheences of the astrological signs.

The second objective accomplished by the astradbgigns is perhaps but an elaboration upon the
first, for it concerns the enhancement of the cimsmess aspect just as did the first. This second
function of the astrological signs in general héitsn the fact that the constellations of whichytlzee
representatives are, according to the Tibetan, ncemed primarily with the stimulation of the soul
within the form....** Thus, so are the signs. It can be stated, thanttik astrological signs have as their
function the activation of the Second Aspect intlaithgs, which is to say, the activation and viation
of consciousness, of soul functioning, of Love-Vdisy of awareness of quality, and of awareness of
Hierarchy, the great Second Aspect correlate ongtalre and its very heart center. Thus, it is sgsn
again that the influence of the astrological sigmmduces to soul awareness, and likewise leads
eventually to awareness of Hierarchy and all foichlit stands.

The third objective accomplished by the astroldgsigns is like the first two in that it concerriget
liberation of units from undue identification widdnd control by the form nature. According to the
Tibetan, under the influences of all the signs pkéer Aries and Libra, there comes a point ofisria
which the effect of the energy pouring through $ign to the individual reaches its greatest point o
effectiveness. In time, this stimulation precigtata psychospiritual crisis, the process of whiclis &
release the individual from the planetary influehcenditioning the personality and to bring himher
more definitely and consciously under the influentéhat particular sign, rather than the planetsder
Aries and Libra, the Tibetan stated, this procedsdught about by an interlude of balance rathan by
a crisis, but the detachment from planetary infagestill occurs as a result of influence flowingotingh
the signs involved®

The reader will recall that the esoteric astrolabidoctrine posits three levels of astrological
influence in a structure of ascending subtletydieg the individual from personality activity, thugh
soul consciousness, to monadic awareness. These lrels of astrological influence are represented
respectively by the planets, the zodiacal congiefla and their representative signs, and the foretbn-
zodiacal stars and constellatidi®lanetary influence acts upon and engages themmity level or the
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Third Divine Aspect, zodiacal constellations andithiepresentative signs act upon and engage the so
level or Second Divine Aspect, and the fixed or-aodiacal stars act upon and engage the monadic
level, or the First Divine Aspe&.

Thus, to say that sign influence ultimately culnbésain the freeing of the individual from planetary
influence is equally to say that sign influencerdually frees the individual from undue suscepitipilo
the lure of the form or Third Aspect. This fact qaetes the threefold work of sign influence, which
addresses itself to all three major aspects ofyD#ritis —

1. conducting Will to the Planetary Logos and @limonadic, soul and personality units,
2. enhancing consciousness or the function of @&l Aspect,
3. and finally weakening the grip of the Third Aspen the individual seeker.

The effect of sign influence in regard to the weurlkg of the lure of matter or Third Aspect is
particularly to be noted, for it was pointed outwo ways by the Tibetan — the first in regardhe First
Aspect nature of all sign influence, the secontemard to the psychospiritual process undergorsaah
individual sign. It seems the Tibetan Master wagig@adarly keen that this point be assimilatedisita
specific case of the general esoteric principle #ilalives exist within Greater Lives, subservitiggir
own lesser ends while at the same time being caygfrt the greater objectives of superior Livesthiis
case, the Greater Lives work through astrologin8iliénce which pours through the zodiacal signs to
lesser lives below, slowly prying the lesser upifstheir narrow focus in favor of a much largerizon
of engagement. What results is an expansion ofcomusness, which is the cumulative effect to be
expected from protracted experience under theentte of any given sign of the zodfc.

The expansion of consciousness engendered by dodivisign influence mirrors the effect of the
zodiac as a whole, the entire round of which hanhlmalled by the Tibetan a model for the complete
history of the human race, its signs and symbaopgctiag the entire journey in consciousness madm fr
animal-man to the present status of intelligent Hoity with further divine potential. Thus, the zodiac
of signs itself is a model for wholeness and cotigre as well as for the gradual unfoldment of ptitd
through the processes of time. It stands, thereforethe Allness as well as the particularitiesirfd
therein. The zodiacal circle is thus a great commgmnsive symbol for totality.

It is this encompassing wholeness to which the dtast the Wisdom at length attains. Likewise, the
striving disciple and initiate on the earlier stag# the path aspire to the same universal attuneme
Stating this process in astrological terms andihgl@ut an ideal toward which effort might be erert
the Tibetan pointed out that the entire range dfiamal influences can and should be present and
exquisitely expressed in the advanced server. &tedstt thus: “...in the initiate of the higher deggeall
the twelve zodiacal energies can focus simultarig@usl produce a complete exhibition of divinitg, i
is intended eventually to express itself througmanity on this planet*

A complete demonstration of divinity, then, is thiimate objective toward which the influence of
the zodiacal signs leads. And this demonstratioeffull spectrum of divine qualities brought abby
the complement of the zodiacal signs pertains ost jo this planet and the Human Kingdom, for
according to the Tibetan, the overall-influencelef zodiacal signs implements purposes pertainieg e
to cosmic and solar objectivé&sHence, the signs of the zodiac (representing tiveeps of the zodiacal
constellations) can be said to function as majentgyof evolutionary advancement over a broad sefath
creation.

As anyone can see, this role for the signs is afarfrom the characterization of daily domestic,
social, and workplace dramas to which the poweth®fodiac are prostituted on a daily basis inupap
news sources, these being but comic if not downrggbtesque caricatures of mighty transformative
energies raining down upon struggling and unsugpgdiumanity from potent celestial sources. The
esoteric astrological doctrine conceptualizes ttedten of influence from the signs very differently.
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Instead of an astrology which champions and celebréhe peculiarities and unique psychological
shadings to be found in each sign, here is anlagtcal perspective which posits an explicitly dyetic
ideal and which invokes the combined sensitiviaesl facilities of all the Great Lives emitting thei
radiations through the zodiacal constellations thieit representative signs, that they may in unsttow
forth as a demonstration of divinity within form.

But then, the esoteric astrology of Alice Baileylahe Tibetan Master is the astrology of discipiesh
and initiation, a very different matter than arralsigy required to describe personalities competiith
themselves and with one another for a sense ofaniete and validity. The astrology of discipleshiy a
initiation exists for and about something quiteentithe process of learning to manage the enedjies
cosmos in a responsible and benevolent manner. adfaévement requires a long curriculum in the
cultivation of consciousness and a meticulous atemess to energies. Following such a curricultima,
seeker ultimately purifies self enough to percealé energies (including those of the zodiacal
constellations working through their representasiigms) in a form more nearly like what they inimthe
are, rather than in the distorted versions of samnmeanly portrayed by the popular astrologicasgre

This eventual self-purification and resultant imgment of perception is why, as the Tibetan has
stated, “In the stage of initiation, the energiésh® signs and their...attendant constellations...come
through in a purer form and in a more direct linert upon the Path of Discipleship and the earlages
of evolutionary development® In other words, it is not until a fairly advancethge of the path is
reached that the unit is in a condition to propg@dyceive and express the influences of the agficab
signs. Since many are called but only a few attéian perhaps it is no mystery that the signs ef th
zodiac are not yet known in their full majesty egaaled by the esoteric teaching. To accept theimein
higher essence and cosmic function is thereforexdment in consciousness much needed on this planet
This study has been offered toward that end, béggnthe discussion of the astrological signs with
consideration of the broad and general truths aoirag their nature, just as requested by the Master

Summary

This study has demonstrated that the signs, frenesioteric perspective and viewed in the context of
relevant historical and astronomical informatiore: a

To be studied from the angle of general concigsts

To be distinguished from the constellationshef $ame names.

Located in the ecliptic by at least three pdesihethods.

Spoken of by the Tibetan in the sense of thadeb system.

Regions of concentrated influences inflowingnrirthe zodiacal constellations of the same

names.

Tied to the astronomical fundamentals that gerethe equinoctial - solstitial framework,

and are therefore built on the fundamentals oB&aeh-Sun relationship.

An eternal esoteric truth based on number piaci

Results of an archetype established by thet8aliriHierarchy on the mental plane during the

Atlantean Race.

9. Twelve in number.

10. Relevant to the journey of the Soul and the atbn

11. Conduits for the energies of Great Lives.

12. Distributors for the Seven Rays.

13. Agents of divine Will.

14. Productive of expansions in consciousnessrgaidi recognition of the Spiritual Hierarchy
and beyond.

15. Effective to lessen the grip of the form natomethe unit.

16. A model of totality and the entire history afrhan development.

17. All twelve to be expressed by the attainedatst

arwnpE

o
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18. Perceived and expressed more purely by thenaddaseeker.
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