AAB: In thinking over what we were talking aboustaveek, | had heart failure because we toucheghteei
we got into the realm of the abstract, and we dised in group formation things we could not have
discussed as individual to individual. We had bdiseussing the Monadic will, and | asked mysel& ae
getting anywhere? What will be the practical outeoof what we are doing in these meetings? Therd mus
be some practical outcome, and the first practicatome of the ability to touch heights (it is tiéng
everybody in training for discipleship does) isttivaer disruption takes place. Nobody can apprdheh
center, whether that center is for you the Souther Spiritual Triad, and bring in force that we et
accustomed to handle without its having an effackdme one or other of the vehicles, or in therenti
personality. And the further along one is uponghth of evolution, the nearer one is to the cemted, the
more one will have that disruption carrying throwajhthe vehicles. The problem of the disciplehiatthe
reacts mentally, emotionally and physically albate. We have to watch for the effects in our diifiéy of
what we do here on Friday evenings, and if nothiagpens as the result of what we do here, it ibelicdnat
we are outside the periphery of the consciousneg®earoup. | don’'t mean to say it has to happensame
week or the same month, but there has to be sofmteeffect in your life or in the group or indHife of

the School through the group.

M: What would these effects be?

AAB: That would depend upon where you are uponpiduth and in which vehicle of consciousness you are
focused. We are all different, and it is in theraggte of the reactions that you get the groupticgaand the
group effect upon the outer world. It is no goodihg these meetings unless it is going to carrtrig
through and work out here on the physical planesadme effect in the individual life, or in the lifg the
group, or out in the world.

FB: It might result in (1) the hastening of whaigii be a crisis of our own individual personalit®) some
effect that would otherwise not have come and wwatld be the next crisis of the group. It mightébeew
factor that would involve a type of test or straimd perhaps therefore bring to light in us thitiggt
otherwise would be completely hidden for a longetirg8) the precipitation into the School of its herisis,
the result of its next expansion; (4) the fact ties group is very closely linked with the New @poof
World Servers, so every little bit of stimulationdastrength and illumination that comes to us wddde a
stimulating effect upon them.

AAB: We have practically finished Rule |, so we agady to go on to Rule Il. [Reading frofhe Rays and
the Initiations pp. 47-48]:

In our study of Rule One on Initiation, we gainext perhaps fixed more clearly in our
minds) three major thoughts:

1. That the Path of Initiation is one on which develop the Will aspect of divinity.

2. We learn also to use consciousness as a jurnffiptace for the recognition of a new
state of realization, which is not consciossnat all as we understand that term.

3. We undergo, prior to each initiation, two majests — that of the burning ground and that
of the clear cold light.

We closed our discussion with the thought of Temsand | defined it as the identification

of the brain and Soul with the Will aspect and tireservation of that identification —
unchanged and immovable — in all circumstances diffitulties. | mention this as the
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“tension” concept or point of attainment underliee teaching of the rule that we are now
going to consider.

AAB: Somewhere the Tibetan says there is a greatimiierstanding as to the meaning of will. Tension i
that context is not nervous tension. Tension, heatis as much of a focused reaction to the fitEod as
you, as a Soul, can manage to express, demonatrdtsustain. | think it would be very interestifgnéxt
week each of us were to give our definition of iensbecause the world today is at its extreme point
tension, and it is a tension that involves the maysbody. There is a whole layer of humanity who
experience tension as purely physical. Then treaniemotional tension that is running throughehtre
world today. A few days ago | had a meeting herd wivo women who brought with them a small book in
which there was nothing but photographs of thedcéil of Europe today. These pictures no publistearddv
publish and no newspaper print. There were twchmet School students in the room. They looked at on
picture and then turned away. It upset them. Tiegiction was not tension. But these two women vabrk
point of tension, and from there they are goingutop off into the realm of doing something aboufTihere

is the difference.

Let us begin to do something that is up to our cépaworking here at Headquarters, from that paiht
tension that the Tibetan is so constantly emphagidiam quite sure that this tension to which éfens is
the tension of the rightly oriented personalityitafaces life. | don’t mean physical plane life,tbifle as a
whole, as it is expressing itself through the watigaster. | wonder how many of us have formuldted
ourselves what is our individual tension or rigttitade toward life today. Life is pouring into theorld; it

isn’'t just death. It is the new life that is prothgthis holocaust, that is evoking all the good ati the evil.

| am terribly interested in the subject of tensigteading further on p. 48]:

Rule II.
The WORD has now gone forth from the great poirten§ion: Accepted as a
group. Withdraw not now your application. You cont, if you would; but add to
it three great demands and forward move. Let thereno recollection and yet let
memory rule. Work from the point of all that is it the content of the group’s
united life.

A close analysis of this rule will convey to thduition far more than appears upon the
surface, and that is rich enough. Each of thess tublds in it the seed of that understanding
which must be evoked before the next rule can betered. All that is given is ever based on
that which has gone before. The “three great desfaofithe initiate are based upon the
“triple call” found in Rule Two for aspirants andsdiples. The triple call was earlier
sounded forth. Now its higher significances mustt@prehended.

AAB: | would summarize this for the Hierarchy, atittrefore what we are seeking to do as a group is t
react to and express the tension of the HierarChg.Tibetan refers to the 14 rules givetnitiation Human
and Solar which are for “applicants.” Here we have the esponding 14 rules for disciples and initiates.

Rule Il for Applicants:

When application has been made in triple form, thenthe disciple withdraw that
application and forget it has been made.

For Disciples and Initiates:
Withdraw not now your application. You could notats would.

In Initiation Human and Solahe goes on to point out that the great difficuliyfmso many aspirants and
disciples is the self or the personality. Discipipsand initiation do not mean following a Masteut rather
self-initiated training for initiation. The greabuble with most people is that they are so consctbat they
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are aspirants, or that they are disciples. Thahig he says, “withdraw that application,” becauk¢he time
you are conscious of being an applicant you arsaouns of the little self.

“In triple form.” Here again you have somethinggréat value. You can make application emotionalty,
the emotional or devotional plane. Or you can niake a mind — the expansion of consciousnessogieal,
reasonable and practical goal. You can also appribdecrough training the physical body.

We have to make it in triple form with physical ptaalertness, with a deep consecration to the,idedl
with a clear mental understanding of what is eathilWhen you can make application with a cleaonisif
the plan, conscious emotional awareness and righttah attitude, then you clearly will be heard awod
needn’t be concerned about it. [Reading furthepmn48-49]:

There are only four parts to this rule, which i ai prime importance because it contains
the motivating force, the conditioning factors até place of triumph — all these are
indicated. We will, as is our usual custom, studgteseparate part sequentially and as far as
possible in detail bearing in mind that initiatideals with factors in latent manifestation for
which our languages have no words, and with idgdshnare not yet to be found among the
“raincloud of knowable things” (as Patanjali calls— that is, knowable to the masses of
men. The initiate is, however, dealing with a wasfdneaning and of affairs that are not yet
manifesting in any way. The task of the Master (ahdhose higher than He) is to take
those steps and precipitate those “waiting evettigt will eventually bring them into
manifestation. This, | would remind you, is alwal@ne by the use of the will and from a
point of tension.

AAB: | think this is amazing, and the only way wancarrive at an understanding of it is to begirhwfite
“raincloud of knowable things” that hovers over Mge all have a vast field of accumulated knowledge.
Added to that is the knowledge of the Soul, whiglavailable if we take the right steps. That “r&nd of
knowable things” hovers over us, and yet therddeas and concepts that are group ideas and centiepy
are greater than our individual raincloud. The eeof the spiritual life is simply the secret of mfastation,
our bringing forth here on the physical plane thhtich we know and that which we are and that wihieh
can be. Two things, it seems to me as | study fiysedvent me from doing that: pure laziness, tacim
effort, too much strain, too much tension, not ejfooontinuity of persistence. Second, my vehiclesind,
emotions, physical body — present hindrances aniebmaall the time. | don’t see anything else thagvents,
and when | put it to myself in the words of Rulénlthe clear cold light of reason, | have no legtand on
because there is no reason to be lazy and thernsason we cannot refine our vehicles and makma the
what we want them to be, to own them.

M: Do you mean lack of persistence, not trying?

AAB: | am referring to bringing into manifestatidhat which has never appeared before, and whatgle |
is that determined attitude that will put it thréugVe are spasmaodic in our efforts; there is ngisggpower;

we tire; we get bored. It is hard work that mustogoweek after week and month after month. | cae gi
grand demonstration for a short time, but it isgieg it up all your life that is difficult. As | lok back over
years of teaching, both of myself and of other pedpam not discouraged by lack of love. Peopleehzad
critical tongues, but a lot of love has been shdwnthem. The thing that discourages me from having
watched the School for twenty years is the lackvitif Students come and they go; they have no stayi
power, can't keep meditation regularly, can’'t de gtudy work, all kinds of excuses. But it's balijckack

of will.

M: | have a promising student, and | love to wateh unfold. She said on her meditation paper tloatm
“Kill out desire.” This is something | cannot se¢mnaccept. When you hunger and thirst after righdeess,
it is something good. How may | keep an open mind?
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AAB: Take the question of conflict between Chrishsciousness and personality consciousness. Yaal hav
here the personal self, here the Christ self; teetiee self-will of the personality, and here ig thill of the
Soul, the Christ consciousness if you like. Whemttho are brought absolutely together at the pwiithe
greater — and the disciple is conscious of botH,yau have your point of tension — it is from thérat you

go on, and it is from there that the average aspgaes back. He thinks he has reached somethieg Wva
has reached his point of tension and has the visioth he doesn’t go beyond that. Then you comenug o
higher turn of the spiral, which the Tibetan iskiadj about here, and you have the result of thattpaf
tension between the Soul and the personality thatbdeen so successfully utilized that tension ssffiftm
what has been to the fusion of the blended peripm@aid the Spiritual Triad.

B: Don't you think that is a common problem the &ahhas here, the large number of students that are
struggling with their own personal will against $wiill?

AAB: | think so. | think it is the battle of all ofis. When the battle has been won, and the Sobhasl
dominated the personality will, then comes the lctndéf which the Tibetan speaks, and very few sf ifi
any, know anything about it. It is the battle bedwehe will of the Spiritual Triad and the Soul lwill the
way up there are conflicts, then fusions, and tiem conflicts.

P: Don't you think those points are reached inSbbhool work when you have done the work and reaehed
point of stalemate and that is when you hang on?

AAB: Then you hang on and something happens.

P: It does seem as though we ought to be able smhething for people when they reach that padinthad
lived at a distance from the School, | don't knotvather | would have hung on.

AAB: And yet if they get too much help they dondtéeve their own point of tension.

P: Sometimes you can throw out ideas that may tieen a new angle. | do think you can sometimes
redirect their thoughts so that they become alivé more imaginative. Those interludes do happem fro
time to time. It isn't all lethargy.

FG: Water gathers in a backwater before it goes thaedam.
AAB: Yet | have been very much struck by the inidpibf so many to go on.

N: In 1938 | had a rather negative year. With all aietermination | wasn't able to do anything wortfie. |
was beginning to get into an almost melancholyesthtit nobody knew anything about it but myself. It
became so alarming, a point of crisis, and | s&idre is all my endeavor in spiritual effort.” On®rning |
was alone and suddenly | kind of relaxed and amstilazing symbol appeared — something like paifts
trinity — my Soul, the Christ life and Divine Prdence, or will. | was in the midst of the blazingmgle and
was transformed into a fiery expression, and | catiee mentally, emotionally and spiritually — even
physically. From then on my life was more positive.

AAB: You went over the dam, didn’t you? | think sfien these things have a time factor. We holdvem,

get desperate, our tension mounts and we get nmorenare disturbed. Then something breaks and we go
over the dam, and immediately there is a rush giftland life and water. Not only do our own wheels
function, but those of others also.

| had a letter from somebody this week who had heedatal darkness for a long time. He finally mage
his mind to stand steady no matter what happenetheAend of the week the whole thing straightemed
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We have to be patient and watch for the momemakis times for the tension to mount to the poin¢re it
really is a recognizable tension in your life.

FB: If we are going to properly grasp this subjeictime, | think there is a need to put it into ¢diee with
some specific goal. As the Tibetan says, the bmopgn of this new thing can only be done at thenpof
tension and with the use of the will. The spirituadrk that has to be done in the next ten yearddasve
financial aid to an extent beyond anything appdyeantsight and in excess of the expenditures efghst. In
the new cycle there should be a new way of makingew available for spiritual work, and it can bexdadn
group formation at the point of group tension bg tise of the will. It would make available thattjadar
and peculiar form of concretized energy that wéroahey for the work of the New Group of World Sery
and the work of the Hierarchy in the New Age. Hefate we have acquired money by the manipulation of
things, by the power of desire, by prayer, by the af mind, of personality. If some group couldetalome
new method such as that and express their grogjpteas you suggested, without any thought of rihi¢ ¢f
the action, it would be possible for a relativelgadl group of people to build a group tension asd the
power of the will to build a fund for the work thiie Hierarchy wants done.

AAB: That is what | find so difficult. | can reachpoint of tension; | can work with the group andldthe
group to a point of tension. But the use of thd wihow do you do it? | don't know how to use thaél w
when | reach a point of tension.

FB: We have to do the same thing as | did yearsvdwm | learned to fly an airplane. Nobody knew muc
about it. | used to lie in my bunk and imagine hbwas done; then when | finally got in the air arat to
do my first tailspin, I did it. We have to thinkalt and picture it.

AAB: That is imagination, not the will.

FB: You have to imagine it first. You can reachitcand know it and can be humanly certain thatilt be,
but until you come close to the point of tensiod #re will functions, it will not manifest.

AD: | think we have the wrong idea of the meanirfigvdl. We say, “I am going to do this thing,” avde
use a sort of force. But the will is the first asfpdt is being. In order to produce anything i tvay of
healing or anything else, it seems that one hagetdnto a state where the personality drops off ane
visualizes the thing and holds to it until someghirappens, and you reach a point of consciousnbesew
you know the thing will take place. You become itfeed in your consciousness with the thing, yoe #es
already happening, you believe it. It is an integsetude. You have thought into that high placesrgh
being is, and you have no doubt that it is gointat@ place.

S: | think a number of us here are impressed wighfact that Foster Bailey has made a pronounceamsht
also an appeal of deep significance to us as gpgmthe extent that we feel impelled to ponderrupand
respond to it. Something will happen.

AAB: With respect to the will, | recall some worffem Frances Hodgson Burnett's story for childr8he
tells the story of how a boy’s father climbs to tbp of a mountain to consult an Indian sage. @imgtthat
this sage tells the man is, “Let pass through tliydmmy son, only that which thou wouldst desireséee
become a fact, first making sure that it is nobigle and harmful to anyone. Then it will draw namathee.”
By saying, “l see that; | will think about it,” judy turning our minds to it often, we find that \aee
brooding on it. [Reading further on pp. 49-51]:

The Word has now gone forth from the great poiten$ion: Accepted as a graup

We now pass to another expression and to the redlapment in the life of the initiate,
which is learning to work from a “point of tensibidere lies the new emphasis, and | am
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bringing it to the attention of humanity as mankivehrs the close, the terrible but liberating
finale, of his great test in this modern burningtgrd. Now men can pass on into the clear
cold light, and from there begin to hold that padfittension that will be evocative of the
needed “understanding will-to-move forward” alog tline of human will-to-good — the
first phase of the development of the Will aspdttis the higher sublimation of the
aspirational stage that precedes the attainmetiteofpoint of light” through contact with
the Soul.

The point of tension is found when the dedicatdtafithe personality is brought into touch
with the will of the Spiritual Triad. This takesage in three clearly defined stages:

1. The stage wherein the lower will aspect, whichoisued in the mental body — the will-
to-activity of the personality, is brought into ¢act with the higher abstract mind; this
latter is the interpreting agent for the Monad #mel lowest aspect of the Triad. Two
things can be noted in this respect:

a. This contact becomes possible from the moment tthatfirst thin strand of the
Antahkarana, the rainbow bridge, is completed betwthe mental unit and the
manasic permanent atom.

b. This demonstrates in an absorbing devotion to the &d is an effort, at any cost,
to serve that Plan as it is progressively undetstow grasped.

This expresses itself in the cultivation of goodiwals understood by the average intelligent
human being and put into action as a way of life.

2. The stage wherein the love aspect of the Soul @mudit into touch with the
corresponding aspect of the Triad, to which we gineinadequate name of the intuition.
This is in reality divine insight and comprehensias expressed through the formulation
of ideas. Here you have an instance of the inadggahmodern language; ideas are
formless and are in effect points of energy, outivaroving in order eventually to
express some “intention” of the divine creating a®gWhen the initiate grasps this and
identifies himself with it, his goodwill expandstinthe will-to-good. Plan and quality
give place to purpose and method. Plans are falibd tentative and serve a temporary
need. Purpose, as expressed by the initiate isgvemt, farsighted, unalterable, and
serves the Eternal Idea.

3. The stage wherein — after the fourth initiatiorhere is direct unbroken relation between
the Monad, via the Triad, and the form that the telais using to do His work among
men. This form may be either His temporary perspnadrrived at along the normal
lines of incarnation, or the specially created formnwhich Theosophists give the
technical but cumbersome word “mayavirupa.” Ithe ttrue mask, hiding the radiant
light and the dynamic energy of a revealed Son @d.GThis is the esoteric definition
that | offer you. This stage can be called theratiant of the will-to-be, not Being as an
individual expression but Being as an expressiontt®d Whole — all-inclusive,
nonseparative, motivated by goodness, beauty ald and intelligently expressed as
pure love.

All these stages are achieved by the attainmeahefpoint of tension after another, and the
work thus carried forward into the realm of the ayic steadfast Will. This Will, as it is
progressively developed, works ever from a congiaimt of tension.

C: It is the will to be.
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AAB: Yes, the will to be active, the will to lovend the will to be — that is where we start, atwikto be
active.

AD: We have to become active with insight. Thera rgght and wrong way to act.
RK: Will to be expresses itself as will to good ahtee wills — will to act, to love and to be.

M: It is that idea of brooding. The Tibetan manyeéis says that brooding brings forth. Brother Laween
practiced the presence of God until he becameptieaence.

JL: Kill out desire. Desire is what stops the ukthe will.

FB: The will is cold and won’t create. The desinattwe know on the human plane has to be left lehin
Higher desire has to work along with the will besawe do not have creation through one elemenaticre
is triangular all the way through. If we think d¢fig whole thing as part of the Plan, the desirecmoperate
with the Plan should lift us up a little higher, that we work with the will. If we can just get otléng, that
will give us the key to the next step up. It is thesire to know the Plan, to cooperate with ithé Units of
Service are part of the Plan, that will assishim desire to find the money to run the things és plane.
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