Emerging Opportunities in Aries
by Donna M.L. Brown

Ariesisthe secret of beginnings, of cycles and emerging opportunity.
It isthe source of initial energy producing the New Age.

Each year the great rotating Celestial Spherggbrirs to the beginning of the zodiacal year and the
full moon of Aries. The first impulse to initiatetavity begins to awaken with the approach of thrées full
moon and along with it the life force that has bdermant throughout winter. For those of us whe livthe
Northern Hemisphere, the green buds and perfumaesstins of spring inspire and invigorate. The earth
seems to stir with a newfound enthusiasm and exegitential as nature and all its inhabitants sadpto
the primal, dynamic power in Aries. That segmenthef annual cycle that contains all the latentderaf the
preceding year and provides the basis for a neve @ the birth and renewal of all nature haveadi

On a deeper level we recognize that this peridth its exuberance and fertile potency, initiates t
first phase of a three-part cycle of heightenedtsil approach to divinity — the three major Sprirestivals
of Easter, Wesak and Goodwill. These three linkestifals offer us an opportunity to cultivate and
strengthen our relationship with the three greaitapl Centers and establish in our awarenesdiviee
aspects of Will, Love and Universal Intelligence.

The Easter Festival, the first of these threedihkestivals, is dedicated to the Risen Christthad
Hierarchy, and to the spiritual possibilities indxar in every human being as they begin to awakethdo
Christ presence in their own hearts and in all lifeparticular, the Easter Festival calls to ottersion the
fact of Resurrection as the universal keynote dfinea Resurrection, the culminating point in the lbf
Christ, is not concerned with the raising of thadiédrom the tomb but emphasizes “the passage fham t
death of self-absorption to the life of unselfisld, the transition from the darkness of individkral to the
light of universal spirit, from falsehood to trutirom slavery of the world to the liberty of theestal.”
(From Bethlehemto Calvary, p. 252)

From the aforementioned statement we understatdith Easter Festival is a most joyous occasion,
a time of expectancy, striving and accomplishméintepresents the triumph over death and over the
restrictions of form.

We also understand that the Aries Full Moon iti$aa creative process, the coming together of
spirit and matter in a great struggle to expresswbrld of light, love, beauty and purpose hiddethiw.
Aries, therefore, effects a great transition basedhe death and relinquishment of all that is @autwand
limiting to humanity’s progress on the Path.

In Aries there are powerful energies that fostedt aourish this creative process. They include the
energies of Mars, which embodies the Sixth Raydmt Idealism and produces conflict and purificafio
those of Mercury, which embody the energy of therrfflo Ray of Harmony through Conflict and act to
illuminate the mind and mediate between Soul andgmality, along with the energies of Uranus aral th
Seventh Ray of Ceremonial Order, which produce mtiredy new order of life. These energies, when
combined with the First Ray of Will and Power, theominent ray in Aries, make it one of the great
transformers in the Zodiac and one of three signwhich a “death” is undergone. This death, whigh i
symbolized for us by the crucifixion, concerns tieeded phase of purification and abstraction, pliage
the release and resurrection into a new centeoridaiousness and spiritual livingness.

This new level of awareness is not based on esdaperather on a level of mastery where the
potent, dynamic fire in Aries is consciously com¢gicand expressed as the will to live life as thal SThis
same idea is expressed for us in the keynote fiasAfl come forth and from the plane of the mindile.”



This keynote asserts the fact of the Soul's ruid af the total subordination of the lower to the
higher, of the material to the spiritual, of thegmnal to the divine.

From what we know about Aries thus far, we cantBaethe energies in this sign start a process of
reorientation that opens the heart and mind tofdlce of God’s Love, to a recognition of the Plardam
vision of the emerging possibilities and opportigsitfor humanity as a whole. These possibilitiegerga in
Aries as ideas, and this is why Aries is describedhe “birthplace of divine ideas” — ideas conugyrthe
nature of the Soul and “ideas of God in the formHiérarchical plans to which the initiate becomes
sensitive.” The Tibetan tells us that when theseasdare understood by aspiring humanity, two key
developments take place. “First they initiate daqueof destruction and breaking up of that whiclolid and
hindering, and this is later followed by the clehiming forth of the new idea and its subsequeasging by
the minds of intelligent humanity.'E6oteric Psychology, Vol. 2, p. 140) He goes on to say, “these ideas
embody great principles and constitute the New itlgals.”

Those of us who struggle to look beyond the preskabs in the world — the rampant materialism,
social decay, violence and environmental degradatianderstand that this massive reorientationga®c
with its shattering of all that is useless and ting to humanity, is well on its way. The pronouddarmoil
and conflict in the world can be seen as the lastldthroes, the tests and trials of initiationobefthe New
Age and the Kingdom of Souls can be restored othEar

The potency of Aries, as it initiates the trendat thill produce the New Age, is also clearly evitden

It shines forth in the widespread appeal of the spisituality and systems thinking, in the fight fauman
rights and freedom, the trend toward unity and sgsis, for economic restructuring, and in the dbera
growth of understanding, goodwill and right humaations. These developments, while still tenuous,
indicate that the obstructions and miasmas clouttiegPath are gradually giving way to the visioraafew
and better world. In other words “the things of ale passing away.” The heart and mind of humaamgy
beginning to arise from the deathbed of old idead methods of living, and a nascent spirit and safs
direction based on clearly enunciated spirituaigigles are beginning to emerge.

This current world crisis, with its profound diftitty and its striking potential, can be tracedlarge
part, to the fact that “so many millions of peopl® beginning to think.” The education of the masse
having a liberating effect, enabling humanity tokhindependently and respond to a wide range esd
There are new concepts and expectations of majaifisiance taking shape in the mind of humanityt dra
altering the general trend of thought and creatiledinite patterns of living. And, as a result ofsth
stimulation and the grasping of key ideas and gats¢ce point of tension has been created thatraslllt in
a great movement forward on the Evolutionary Paththis has produced a transition or paradigmtsthiat
will eventually allow humanity to respond in unisand as a group to the inflow of spiritual energg ¢he
great tide of renewal and restoration.

While there is much cause for hope in these dewedmys, there is also much to be done. A great
responsibility rests with the New Group of Worldn&a's, with the disciples of the world, as wellvéth all
intelligent people of goodwill. As mentally focusedpirants and disciples, we recognize that okritasot
only to acknowledge and nurture these new ideadrands but to take this “thinking process” sevetaps
further so that we can play a conscious and creatle in absorbing and transmitting these newsdeal
“seeds of hope” for the future.

To more fully cooperate with the Plan, facilitatelaser rapport between Hierarchy and humanity
and contribute to the healing of the present wotkhvage, we must develop in ourselves what the New
Testament describes as “the Mind that is in CHrist.

Let us for a moment consider the nature of the roin@hrist. InEsoteric Psychology, Val. 1, p. 95,
we are told, “the mind of Christ is a phrase coing\the concept of the rule of divine intelligeavé, which



stimulates the rule of the Soul within all formslerings in the reign of the Spirit.” As we knowg\e is the
keynote of the Christ. And it was this rule of heul, or divine intelligent Love, that the Chrisepented to
the world through the example of His life, deatll aasurrection, in a complete and perfect reprasient of
the Deity.

Interestingly, the concepts of God as Love, of Gaaealed in us through love, and of love as radical
transformative power were relatively unknown uitie Christ presented this new idea to humanity two
thousand years ago. IBsoteric Astrology we are asked to remember that the impulse andyertbat
enabled the Christ to inaugurate the Christian @rahe age of Love and Service, definitely canuenfithe
sign of Aries. It was that divine impetus in Ariggat enabled the Christ to embody the concept efwill
to love” and to “sound with clarity the note whiclan usher in the new civilization and the new world
order.”

But it is not until this same note, the note ofelligent love, resounds in us, conditions our
consciousness and is expressed as service, thiindeof Christ can be understood as a fact antileacan
come to know ourselves as we truly are. For “afsarh Christ we know neither what our life nor owrath
is, we do not know what God is nor what we ourselwne.” (PascaRensees)

So when we speak about developing the “Mind that Shrist,” we are speaking of Soul contact or
Soul living and of “Hierarchical inclusion” as ooé the climaxing phases of our development. Howelter
is important that we bear in mind that this phriasiatended to symbolize yet another level of depsient.
In The Rays and the Initiations we read that when the Christ came He demonstmatelimself the vision of
the Christ-consciousness (Soul consciousness amldc8otrol) in its completed perfection. But He dat
more than this. He pointed beyond Himself to the Who was responsible for His Being, and to the \&fay
the Higher Evolution via the Antahkarana. He gawe teaching that summarized all the past and itetica
the new aspects and ideas for the future teaciiegopened the greater door beyond the lesser dwbr a
anchored the Will of God on Earth, and was the fodlaze the trail to the higher spheres of ratieh. This
consummating effort by the Christ made it possiblethose who had achieved some real measure df Sou
control and mental polarization to evoke and acess higher levels of abstract thought and divine
inspiration and to relate, step by step, in fulba@ness, Humanity, Hierarchy and Shamballa.

This sequential movement forward, from the firsputse toward life, to the return to the originating
source and Monadic realization, was made possitstugh the initiating energies or will in Aries. @it
was this full and glorious spiritual manifestatithrat the Christ referred to when He said of Hims&lam
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and thée end.

The spiritual impulses and energies originating\ires began a supreme creative process that made
it possible for the Christ to present to humanity, the first time, a new triple approach to diwniThis
triple approach, which was symbolized for us in lifes death and resurrection of the Christ, isliogtl as
follows:

1. The opening of the door to the third initiatiand to complete Soul control and relationship wiité
Hierarchy.

2. The anchoring on Earth of “the Will of God iretmatrix of love,” making it possible for humanity
recognize the idea of its full divine nature, theconquerable nature of goodness and the ultimate
triumph of good.

3. The pointing of the way that gives entrancent$piritual Triad and Shamballa and enables husnsmi
recognize and cooperate with Divine Will and Puga#th complete understanding and intention.



From this outline it is apparent that “the Christsathe first to carry right through — from stagetage —
the complete revelation of humanity and of the &lielmy to Shamballa” by way of the completed
Antahkarana. This new approach toward divinity,hwits grand synthetic scope, made it possible for
humanity to undertake those activities that widldgo the manifestation of the Soul, and to theifeatation
of spirit through the Soul.

Through His example the Christ demonstrated tchasmeaning and purpose of the divine life in Him
and in us all. Through His life, death and resuioecwe were given a full and complete vision ofat/lwve
must “reach, realize, and express,” to reclaimtoug selves and to do our part in healing and toamsng
the present suffering in the world.

As the Aries Full Moon acts to both reveal and mégythe spiritual possibilities inherent in us andll
life, let us dedicate ourselves anew to the denfiantight from our own Souls. Let us strive to leve hold
sway over our every thought and action, and letinite together in a general Soul awareness andpgrou
consciousness to invoke the Christ’s love and pamerexpress it as service so that “the new anthiésa
race” can be surely brought to flower.



