Talk by Alice Bailey to Arcane School students Spring 1943

This is the fourteenth and final talk for WintersBg 1943. For some reason the typescript is
undated. After this AAB took a summer break, tlesamed a new season of talks in September.

AAB began this talk with a reading of the Tibetamtsrds on the relation of the higher will,
initiation and the “burning ground” (from a statemein the first of the Fourteen Rules for Group
Initiation).

- SES

The secret of the higher initiations lies in thened use of the higher will. It does not lie in
purification or in self-discipline or in any of tlexpedients that have acted in the past as
interceptors of the truth. This whole problem af hamballic will is in process of revelation, and
will eventually alter the entire approach of theaiple in the New Age to initiation....

For long, aspirants have noted and have been téugletffect of the will upon the astral or
emotional body. It is one of the primary and mdstrentary of the initial tensions, and is taught
upon the Probationary Path. It leads to the purgfiyand the reorganizing of the entire psychic and
emotional life, as the result of its destructivéi@t “If you will only think,” “if you will only use a
little will,” and “if you will only remember thatgu have a mind,” we say to the children of the race
and to beginners upon the Path of conscious Rédtiitle by little, then, the focus and the
orientation shift out of the astral life and frohetemotional level of consciousness into the mental
and consequently into the reflection of the worigharpose found in the three worlds. When that
stage has been somewhat developed, then there$ollgpon the Path of Discipleship and of
preparation for initiation, an effort to grasp amtlerstand the higher aspects of this mental pspces
and the will aspect of the egoic life begins tduafce the disciple. The “petals of sacrifice” ddfo
and the sacred sacrificial aspect of life is regdanh its beauty, purity, simplicity and in its
revolutionizing quality.

Upon the Path of Initiation, the Monadic Will (otweh the Egoic Will is the reflection and the
individual self-will is the distortion) is gradugltransmitted, via the Antahkarana, direct to the
individual upon the physical plane. This produdeshigher correspondence of those qualities so
glibly spoken of by the well-trained but dense esoist — transmutation and transformation. The
result is the assimilation of the individual wilhéithe Egoic Will into the purpose of the Monad,
which is the purpose — undeviating and unalteralméthe One in Whom we live and move and
have our being. This is the field of the true bagnifor our “God is a consuming Fire.” This is the
burning bush or the burning tree of life of Biblisgmbolism. This highest of all the fires, this
deeply spiritual and hitherto seldom recognizeding ground, has its effects summed up for us in
the next phrase or sentence of Rule One.

The burning ground has done its work

Here there is quite apt to be misunderstandingndst people the burning ground stands for one of
two things:

1. Either the fire of the mind, burning up thosmdgs in the lower nature of which it
becomes increasingly aware.

2. Or the burning ground of sorrow, agony, hormd pain, which is the characteristic
quality of life in the three worlds, particularly this time.

But the burning ground referred to here is somethigry different. When the blazing light of the
sun is correctly focused on or through a glasarntcause ignition. When the blazing light of the



Monad is focused directly upon the personality,thi@ Antahkarana and not specifically through
the Soul, it produces a blazing fire that burnalijpindrances in a steady, sequential process.
Wording it otherwise, when the will aspect stredros the Monad and focuses through the
personal will (as the mind can grasp and realjzi dtestroys as by fire all elements of self-wilk
the energy of Shamballa streams out and make®et diontact with humanity (omitting the
transmission via the Hierarchy, which has hithégen customary), you have what has been seen in
the world today, a destructive conflagration orala/ burning ground. When the Antahkarana of a
group is rightly constructed, then the individuatizgroup-will will disappear in the full
consciousness of the Monadic purpose or cleartédiewill. These are points that the disciple
preparing for initiation has to consider as he prep for the higher initiations, and these are the
points that any group or ashram in preparationnidiation has also to consider.

The Rays and the Initiationpp. 29-31

AAB: In light of the above instructions we realitteat when people come together in a Master’s
ashram they do not come there to get somethinthéar own development, but so that they can go
out into the world and serve. You do not get imiaaahram until you are developed and serving.

When you are admitted into an ashram below the thitiation, you are occupied with receiving
impressions about the Plan. Beyond the third ithairayou are occupied with the Purpose. Two
vital distinctions are to beccupiedwith the Plan and to bdentifiedwith the Purpose. Very few

people are identified with the Purpose, as thenebeano identification with the Purpose unless
spiritual will is functioning. The Plan as it worksit on the physical plane is the expression of

Love.

An ashram basically is for those who have creatéebast one thread of the Antahkarana and who
can work therefore with imaginative Purpose, beeaus cannot really know what Purpose is until
we have taken the third initiation. We just dredrow it, and then we work with the Plan as it
affects our life, and that is the contribution afashram to the work to be done on the physical
plane.

We have to learn to use intuition because the Mastshram is not on the mental plane. The plane
on which we shall some day eventually work is hetmental plane. One of the things we have to
learn to do in this new era is to get off the meplane with all the knowledge and detail and
technicalities that we have so painstakingly aaguand begin to develop that something that we
call the intuition, which is the source of illumir@n. This illumination has to do with the ideas
embodying the Purpose, which are the blueprinte®@Plan.

Most of us are tremendously preoccupied with pralgtane living, and yet that is not where the
focus of our life should be. There is a world ofamig in which we should live, and when we set
up a sufficient vortex of force we become so intiveathat we invoke the intuition. “The intuition
is to the world of meaning what the mind is to pimysical plane of living.” Most of us impede our
own effort by being so anxious to develop the indui that the mind places the emphasis upon
functioning and we become occupied with the acadaidie and so hinder the impress of the
intuition.

[Reading further:]
Work from the point of all that is within the cont®f the group’s united liffrom Rule Twd
This is not, as might appear, the effort to dowloek for humanity as it is planned or desired by th

group with which the initiate finds himself assdeth The mode of working covers an earlier phase
and one in which the accepted disciple learns miickt, he finds a group upon the physical plane



whose ideals and plans for service conform todes iof correct activity, and with this group he
affiliates himself, works, learns, and in learnisgffers much. Later he finds his way into a
Master's Ashram, where his effort is increasinglyearn to use the will in carrying out the Plai an
to accommodate himself to the group methods angsplaorking under the law of occult
obedience for the welfare of humanity.

The initiate, however, works in neither of theseg/sydhough he has acquired the habit of right
contact with organizations in the three worlds egtt cooperation with the Hierarchy. He works
now under the inspiration of and identificationwihe life aspect — the united life aspect of his r
group and of all groups. This means that the diganiice of the involutionary life and the
evolutionary life is fully understood by him. Hisrsice is invoked by the group or groups needing
his help. His response is an occult evocation gimemison with the group of servers with which
he is affiliated on the inner side. This is a veif§erent thing to the mode of service generally
understood.

The Rays and the Initiationpp. 66-67

AAB: “He finds his way into a Master’s Ashram whénes effort is increasingly to ...
accommodate himself to the group methods and glanst is, find out the Plan and then use the
Will to cooperate with it. Not the self-will; tha eliminated when we are told that we have to
accommodate ourselves to group methods and plaaslMnow the Plan; the question is how
much do we use the Will in making that Plan effeztilt is not an easy thing to use the Will.

There are three aspects of will: spiritual or Manadill, Soul Will (sacrificial will) and self-will

A great many people tread the path of discipletiimipugh self-will. The new thing that is coming
out is this emphasis upon the Will. The Monad hagacted the personality; Shamballa has
contacted humanity — in neither case reflectingugh the Soul or the Hierarchy.

[Reading:]

Little by little, then, the focus and the orientetishift out of the astral life, from the emotiotealel
of consciousness into the mental, and consequiendiythe reflection of the world of purpose,
found in the three worlds. When that stage has besrewhat developed, then there follows, upon
the Path of Discipleship and of preparation fotiation, an effort to grasp and understand the
higher aspects of this mental process, and theagflect of the egoic life begins to influence the
disciple. The “petals of sacrifice” unfold and tecred sacrificial aspect of life is revealed # it
beauty, purity, simplicity and in its revolutionigj quality.

The Rays and the Initiationp. 31

AAB: With what do you identify yourself? With safice? It should be identification with Purpose.
If you really knew the Purpose it wouldn't be séicea. Sacrifice comes from a word meaning to
make whole, to make holy — not holy in the sensieenrfig good. It isvholly, that which is
concerned with the whole, the complete thing. Lleetnuagine that the life of the higher will, which
covers the higher initiations, is entirely concefméth the Purpose, total wholeness, total
completeness, what Patanjali calls “isolated uhity.

So we come to a consideration of three fields pfagch: 1) personality life expression, 2) Soul
life expression and 3) the field of Monadic expresslt is elementary that in the first field weear
individualistic; in the second field we recognibe tvalue of the group; and in the third field of
Monadic expression it is the wholeness of thinkimgt matters. We have been perfecting the
second aspect, but only because our eyes are tbouse third. It is the method of release of
everything we have developed and held until thaters into us release or the making holy and
whole, becoming identified with the Monadic asp&¢e increase in stature to the fullness of the



measure of the stature of Christ. The measuregyls d&md wide and full, but it isn’t just size; it is
also quality.

If we could tune in to the high Purpose of the Be&/Will and then serve that Purpose, that would
be creative activity. People are apt to think gvtgtis painting a picture or writing a poem. Ther
were four great creative moments in the life of huity:

The Magna Charta, the first great declaratiothefFour Freedoms.
The declaration of the French Republic.

The Declaration of Independence.

The joint declaration of the Four Freedoms amAltlantic Charter.

PwpNPE

You have in those four great declarations the simgnidrth on the physical plane of something that
is creative — four great creative moments in thielding consciousness of humanity.

It has seemed to me that the approach is not tbaelmy identity, but that | pool my identity with
others, pool every resource that every individued, if we are disciples. If we were initiates we
would be pooling everything — Soul and personabtyt being disciples we work with the Plan and
not with the Purpose.

Somewhere the Tibetan, in speaking of the workisfidles, said something about how many
disciples and aspirants can grasp the spiritual & work it into substance on the astral plamke an
even get some etheric matter adhered to it, byt¢ha’t hang on long enough so that it can
precipitate. People get tired and give up, andetlad®rtive things hang around on etheric levels, bu
never get any further.

RK: Don’t you think it is a failure of the will?
P: Or of intelligent activity?

AAB: You may say that if you have will then you Wilot quit, but it is not the will that does the
work. It might be intelligent activity and it mighe an act of the will. The final cause is an dct o
the will that focuses through the brain and reatbeke base of the spine. The difficulty is that
many are working with self-will, and that has ta gben there is Soul Will. Most people do not
distinguish between them. They are using a higblyetbped self-will. Above all is the Monadic
Will, which is that dynamic purpose that cannofiostrated.

JL: If we have self-will, Soul Will and spiritualilly what is there in the three that makes them all
will? Dynamic impulse. Don’t we get right back teetquestion that will is always will? We all
have dynamic impulses.

AAB: No, | wish we did. If I had dynamic impulsesvbuld burst the world wide open. If we were
dynamic enough nothing would stop us, becausdlitipurpose of being. We have selfish
impulses. We are personally dynamic. Then you wbalke Soul dynamism, which is never
unkind, and then Monadic dynamism when the Purpbs&od would be the only thing you cared
for. We all have dynamic energy; the trouble ispgbepose back of it.

Monadic will is Purpose. | don't pretend to knowatft is. Soul Will is the will to love. Personal
will is the will to have something. Thus we have thill to progress, the will to love and the wibl t
have.

FB: The will to do instead of the will to have.



AAB: What we are doing is determined by the wilhave.
FB: The First Ray is the ray of will or purpose.

AAB: Will or power, purpose, lies behind all theysa

FB: So does love, so does activity.

AAB: The Tibetan has been dealing with the diretationship between the Monad and the
personality via the Antahkarana, exclusive of tbalSust as we are contacting Shamballa force
exclusive of the Hierarchy. | think therefore thaat have to get clear in our minds what we are
talking about. If we want to talk about Soul andseaality fusion, then all right — the Soul is
reflecting the lower aspect of the spiritual aspetd the mind. That is what we are dealing with in
the first three degrees — the fusion of Soul andgrelity. But in the fourth degree, and in this
group, new concepts are being given. That is, vibgion between the Soul and personality is
attained and the Soul fades out, then the relagityetween the Spiritual Triad and the personality,
and finally between the Monad and the brain.

The Tibetan says that the new force from Shambaaformerly stepped down via the Hierarchy.
It is now coming through to humanity directly. Téeme is true of Monadic force, which was
formerly stepped down by the Soul. Now it is comimglirect to the personality.

| have always remembered the phrase from Alexastlethe Hours of MeditationrHe asked how

to know the Master, and the answer came in the bbomreditation that to know the Master was not
to have seen his form but to have understood HisMaat is knowing the Master. This does not
mean a mental understanding, but rather to startd hig will and let him work through you.

The thought of the Hierarchy is coming more andeannoto the consciousness of the masses. An
article about world economy after the Armisticééal of a hierarchy of economists. That talk is
laying the foundation for the externalization of tHierarchy. | believe one of the functions of a
group like this is that by having understood thll, having complied with the will and having
brought our own vibration up as high as we canthws link the Hierarchy and humanity, and
nothing can stop it.

C: That is what Christ said; he that doeth the @filhe Father shall know of the doctrine.
[Reading:]

Only the disciple can act upon the mental levedasfsciousness at this point of endeavor. Once he
does so, the die is cast. He either moves forwaward the door of light where the Master takes his
hand and the Angel of the Presence becomes patdraiciive in a way that | may not describe to
you, or he drops back temporarily into the life dition of the lower man; glamor and maya settle
down anew upon him, and the Dweller on the Threshwderts himself between the disciple and
the light from the open door and renews activitye Hisciple either awakens suddenly to a wider
grasp of reality and a deeper understanding oPtae and his part in it, or the “veils of earthbsé
over his head; the vision fades and he revertsti@dife of an ordinary human being, probably for
the period of the incarnation wherein the oppotiunias offered to him.

Should he, however, go forward through that ddwnt(according to the initiation which becomes
possible) will be the revelation and its attendaisequences. The revelation will not be the
revelation of possibilities. It is a factual exmarce, resulting in the evocation of new powers and



capacities and the recognition of new modes andsfief service. These powers are conditioned by

past developments and the presence of these dapapits a freedom of movement “within the

bounds of the Hierarchy” that lie far beyond angthihat he may have dreamed, become his.
Discipleship in the New Age, Vo).dp. 92-93

Initiation might be defined at this point as themamt of crisis wherein the consciousness hovers
on the very borderline of revelation.
Ibid., pp. 91-92

AAB: The initiate stands in indecision on this berihe. We need to arrive at a definition of the
point of crisis that is implied in this.

C: Does the crisis come accidentally or do we faroairselves? How is the crisis going to be
produced?

AAB: Nothing is accidental. It comes from circumstas, the conditions under which the disciple
lives, and because the real disciple always fattvesssue. So many students do not force the issue.
The kingdom of heaven is taken by violence. Théevice, the forcing of the issue, is lacking in so
many cases.

The thing that has interested me in what the Tibe&taloing is that he has changed our conception
about initiation, which was a very material conaaptIn all past teaching there were two
outstanding notes — one laid emphasis on charhgtieling and the other described what a Master
does to a disciple in order to make him an initidtetually a Master does nothing; he watches over
the disciple as he goes through his difficultiese Tisciple himself, the initiate himself, brings
about the crisis because he is an initiate andtexof force. When a point of crisis is correctly
utilized, then the initiate passes over the bonderlat which point so many stay back, and
revelation is given to him.

Mind will be the active agent of the love aspechatéver sensitivity we have to the higher ideas of
the Plan, the mind must immediately put them irtiioam. The Will must assist it, but love will
always fuse it and keep it alive.

The only difference between Christ and the previgresit teachers, or the Buddha and the previous
teachers, was that the emergency of the timesdcfatea focusing of power, and they were the only
people capable of receiving it. | think we are loa Yerge of seeing it again because the will aspect
has to focus itself in something.

| want to call upon you all to use the will. Youutd be so much more effective than you are. How
much time do you give every day to the constaradstealrive of the thing that you do? Everything
is spiritual, the whole of life. Do you really dewourself in the helping of humanity at this time?
Are you really living a sacrificial life, which ighe life of the will? There is no sacrifice in the
spiritual life, and yet it is the life of the sdarial will, that driving spiritual will that willnot let the
personality stop for one minute.

When we think clearly and are galvanized by thé, wikn we can be used by the Hierarchy as a
transmitting group to humanity.

It is the dynamic will, the sacrificial will, thaielates us to Shamballa. It may have a destructive
effect on our personal life, but it will make usuiller of divine purpose. We recognize that our
place is to be simply a transmitter of spirituéa.liWe let such a flood of life pour into our
correspondence and our contacts with co-worketsiager again will they be the same. We must



give up all talk about cycles of light and dark aledermine to live at a high point of tension foe t
rest of this incarnation and not permit ourselesliimp. What is a slump? This is when we have
withdrawn our sacrificial will. Lastly, we must st#&t every Soul that contacts us goes away with
their tension a little more tense, with their detgration a little firmer, with their light a little
greater because they have met us.



