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The mission of the Esoteric Quarterly is to 
provide a forum for the exploration of esoteric 
philosophy and its applications.  Full-length 
articles and student papers are solicited per-
taining to both eastern and western esoteric 
traditions.   

We also encourage feedback from readers.  
Comments of general interest will be published 
as Letters to the Editor.   

All communications should be sent to  
editor@esotericstudies.net.
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Editorial 

 

A Seamless Continuum 

 
 

 strong link to the Quarterly’s founda-
tional standards and a cooperative effort 

by a new team of editors has enabled us to 
publish another issue of the Quarterly in a con-
tinuing effort to broaden and clarify the field 
of esoteric studies. This notion of a continuum 
is in evidence as a consistent stream and ongo-
ing set of values, insights, and understanding 
built upon a previous base of knowledge and 
experience. 

The concept of continuity prompts us to think 
of a passage from Agni Yoga that points to the 
teachings as “a sensed, single stream of en-
ergy.” These initiatory teachings provide us 
with a path of knowledge, a way of compre-
hending the spiritual world and understanding 
reality or truth. The spiritual path is a continu-
ous striving for light, love, and power that 
must be practically applied. As disciples, our 
goal is to use these energies to establish a liv-
ing, dynamic community of relationships with 
the Soul, Humanity, and the Hierarchy. In this 
way, we can eventually become aware of con-
tinuity of consciousness and realize the contin-
uum of existence—the One Reality and Life. 
The teachings also provide us with a space 
where those of us on the Path can share our 
interests and understanding and connect more 
deeply to the continuum of our spiritual fam-
ily. 

The idea of a continuum also exists in the suc-
cession of themes that have been carried over 
from the Winter issue of the Quarterly. This 
would not be possible without a consistent and 
growing community of contributing authors to 
whom we are most indebted. Two of the cur-
rent articles are continuations from our last 
issue, and another article is part of an ongoing 
series on the emergent science of the Will. We 
begin with an article from one of our frequent 
contributors. 

Zackary Lansdowne presents an interpretative 
analysis of the Purusha Sukta, the most widely 
used Vedic Sanskrit mantra and oldest known 
creation hymn. Offered in two installments, his 
article draws upon the work of Alice A. Bailey 
and Helena Blavatsky, two of the foremost 
proponents of esoteric philosophy, to provide a 
comprehensive elucidation of this ancient in-
tercessory hymn and to reveal how “the an-
cient Purusha Sukta and modern theosophical 
writings are two independent witnesses that 
corroborate each other.” Lansdowne’s article 
sheds new light on the significance of this ob-
scure but important mantra and the many fac-
ets of Purusha, the transcendent totality or 
Planetary Logos, whose sacrifice animates all 
manifestation. 

The second article in this issue, by Joann Ba-
kula, likens beauty, art, poetry, and ritual to the 
“waters of life.” It touches upon the creative 
work of the Full Moon cycle—as a means of 
rebuilding the world—and the work of various 
thinkers, artists, and poets who believe that 
beauty is “a principle that will save humanity 
from its own destruction.” Bakula paints an 
uplifting picture of a coming spiritual renais-
sance and a freer flow of the creative spirit as a 
result of beauty’s power to reveal, restore, in-
spire, and release.  

Part Two of John Nash’s article on Hermerti-
cism: The Rise and Fall of an Esoteric System 
continues with an examination of magical tra-
ditions during the Italian Renaissance. Nash 
begins by focusing on the application of her-
metic philosophy to medicine, political theory, 
mathematics, and science. He proceeds to de-
scribe the setbacks suffered by Hermeticism 
and some of its most prominent adherents. De-
spite the decline of Hermetic wisdom during 
the seventeenth century, when it was largely 
driven underground by the Scientific Revolu-
tion and Reformation, this article reveals how 
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Hermetic thought went on to inspire the crea-
tion of a new religious synthesis known as 
Western Esotericism. 

In the conclusion of Phillip Lindsay’s article, 
Shamballa Comes Full Circle, the author ex-
plores the advanced observations and calcula-
tions of the Mayan astronomers and links them 
to ancient prophecies predicting the return of 
the Mesoamerican Christ or serpent God, 
Quetzalcoatl. His article dismisses the dooms-
day speculations regarding the end of the Ma-
yan Calendar in 2102, placing the emphasis 
instead on the completion of a great evolution-
ary cycle that is destined to herald a global 
shift in awareness. Lindsay believes this period 
connotes the time of the “forerunner,” a time 
that presages the externalization of the Hierar-
chy, the emergence of the sixth root race, and 
the eventual return of Shamballa to South 
America. 

The final offering in this issue is part of an on-
going series focusing on the understanding and 
practical application of the Will. It explores 
how Divine Will and Purpose seek expression 
via the rays and constellations through our Sun 
and the planets and to the Earth through four 
fundamental processes or aspects. These little-
known aspects—the Transcending, Transmit-
ting, Transforming, and Transfiguring Wills—
are viewed from macrocosmic and microcos-
mic levels and are seen as an “all important 
energetic template that can be used for work-
ing with the creative will and for bringing 
about transformations in our own lives and on 
the planet.” 

In addition to a book review for God, Science 
and the Secret Doctrine, we would like to draw 
readers’ attention to an inspiring poem, Sym-
phony, by Eugene Milne Cosgrove, one of the 
original members of the Tibetan’s discipleship 
group. We also want to direct readers to the 
Picture of the Quarter from visionary artist 
Freyond Rassouli entitled Divine Grace. We 
thank Rassouli for giving us permission to re-
produce this work of universal beauty in the 
Quarterly. 

Finally, we direct our readers’ attention to the 
News of the School for information on a new 
elective course on the Kaballah. Open to stu-
dents from every area of esoteric study, this 
online course, taught by Dr. John Nash, ex-
plores the Judaic, Hermetic, and modern Ka-
ballah in depth, revealing its origins, method-
ology, true purpose, and use. 

Donna Brown                                                                                      
Editor-in-Chief 

Publication Policies 
rticles are selected for publication in the 
Esoteric Quarterly because we believe 

they represent a sincere search for truth, sup-
port the service mission to which we aspire, 
and/or contribute to the expansion of human 
consciousness. 

Publication of an article does not necessarily 
imply that the Editorial Board or the School 
for Esoteric Studies agrees with the views ex-
pressed. Nor do we have the means to verify 
all facts stated in published articles. 

We encourage critical thinking and evaluation 
of ideas. However, we will not allow our jour-
nal to be used as a platform for attacks on in-
dividuals, groups, institutions, or nations. This 
policy applies to articles and features as well 
as to letters to the editor. In turn, we under-
stand that the author of an article may not nec-
essarily agree with the views, attitudes, or val-
ues expressed by a referenced source. Indeed, 
serious scholarship sometimes requires refer-
ence to work that an author finds abhorrent. 
We will not reject an article for publication 
simply on the grounds that it contains a refer-
ence to an objectionable source. 

An issue of concern in all online journals is 
potential volatility of content. Conceivably 
articles could be modified after the publication 
date because authors changed their minds 
about what had been written. Accordingly we 
wish to make our policy clear: We reserve the 
right to correct minor typographical errors, but 
we will not make any substantive alteration to 
an article after it “goes to press.”
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Poem of the Quarter 

 
 

Symphony 
by Eugene Milne Cosgrove 

 
et us not count the years    
Or take the measure of our days. 

What are days and years, 
Beginnings and Endings, 
In a life where Endings are Beginnings, 
Beginnings are Endings 
For those who live in the Eternal? 
Rivers run to the sea, 
Suns set behind the hills, 
But life holds to her eternal ways, 
And the soul to her hiding in the heart of God. 

Let us not drop a tear 
For those more blessed than ourselves,  
Nor long after them 
As if they passed beyond our reach. 
There is no there, 
There is no here, 
Only the omnipresence of love — 
Their eternity and ours. 

Let us count no day lost 
Wherein we bless another soul, 
And heal another’s wounds, 
And to a needy heart give 
The cup of cold water 
Which The Christ blest, 
And blessing, gave to our giving 
A new dimension of greatness. 

Let us meet life with the radiant faith 
That man was fashioned 
To Goodness, to Beauty, 
To be in love with Love. 
Then the Goodness, Beauty, Love in other 
souls 
Will rise to greet our own, 
And together create the symphony 
Destiny intended life to be 
For you and me. 

Let us give thanks no less 
For life just as it is, 
All fair and stormy weather; 
For the dreams and hopes, 
The inspirations of men 
Since the day of life began. 
Let us say, Beloved! 
It has been blessed to be here 
To meet you on the arching road, 
To be in love with you. 
For they who dwell in love 
Dwell in God. 
And God is all there is. 

—from The High Walk of Discipleship  
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Divine Grace 
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Quotes of the Quarter 

 
f you could look backwards beyond histori-
cal periods; backwards still across the mist 
of legend and myth; backward into the 

darkness of the past where even legend and 
myth have ceased to be; backwards ever, into 
the far night of time, into the beginnings of 
humanity, on our globe; then you will see a 
brilliant golden cloud flashing down to earth 
from a far-off planet—the planet you know as 
Shukra, and which we call Venus in the West. 
From that planet far away in space, a radiant 
cloud is coming, a cloud of fire and light; and 
as it descends through the ambient air, as the 
clouds of heaven roll away at its coming, the 
fire-cloud sinks down to Earth like some huge 
Bird of Heaven and settles down upon an is-
land—the White Island, as it is called in the 
Purãnas—the island on which later was built 
the sacred City of Shamballa. There the fiery 
cloud comes to rest; there the glorious Beings 
who were borne in it, as in a chariot of fire, 
descend. They are the Sons of the Fire, the 
Lords of the Flame: They come to this planet 
as messengers of the Logos, of Ishvara Him-
self; They come as Helpers of our infant hu-
manity, to guide its tottering steps along the 
path of evolution. 

Annie Bessant, The White Lodge and Its Mes-
sengers (Theosophical Publishing House, 

1931, 1-2) 

emember, Art is the one vital medium of  
   the coming culture. 

Through Beauty will you approach. 
Understand and remember. 
I have entrusted you to pronounce Beauty. 
I bid you pronounce Beauty. 
You, my daughter, said Love. 

And you, my son, said Action. 
And you, both, said Beauty.       
If you desire the gates to be opened to you, 
   use My Sign. 
I said Beauty, in combat and victory. 
I said Beauty, and failure was covered by 

   Beauty. 
Mountains blossomed with Beauty 
And you must give entrance to the flowers 
   of Beauty 
Let the children approach. 
Bow before Him Who brought the Beauty of 
   the great Universe. 

Understand, there are no possessions nor 
   decisions, nor pride, nor repentance. 
There is one thing alone Beauty.  
And to you I say: 
Guard, expound, and affirm this Beauty. 
Therein lies your way. 

With Beauty shall I meet those who will 
  come to Me. 
And they are already on their way. 

The Call, in Leaves of Morya’s Garden I (Agni 
Yoga Society, 1924, 333) 

he half-wise, recognizing the comparative 
unreality of the Universe, imagine that 
they may defy its Laws—such are vain 

and presumptuous fools, and they are broken 
against the rocks and torn asunder by the ele-
ments by reason of their folly. The truly wise, 
knowing the nature of the Universe, use Law 
against laws; the higher against the lower; and 
by the Art of Alchemy transmute that which is 
undesirable into that which is worthy, and thus 
triumph. Mastery consists not in abnormal 
dreams, visions and fantastic imaginings or 
living, but in using the higher forces against 
the lower—escaping the pains of the lower 
planes by vibrating on the higher. Transmuta-
tion, not presumptuous denial, is the weapon of 
the Master. 

The wise ones serve on the higher, but rule on 
the lower. They obey the laws coming from 
above them, but on their own plane, and those 
below them, they rule and give orders. And, 
yet, in so doing, they form a part of the Princi-
ple, instead of opposing it. The wise man falls 
in with the Law, and by understanding its 
movements he operates it instead of being its 

I  
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blind slave. Just as does the skilled swimmer 
turn this way and that way, going and coming 
as he will, instead of being as the log which is 
carried here and there—so is the wise man as 
compared to the ordinary man—and yet both 
swimmer and log, wise man and fool, are sub-
ject to Law. He who understands this is well 
on the road to Mastery. 

True Hermetic Transmutation is a Mental Art. 

The Three Initiates, The  Kyballion (Yogi Pub-
lication Society, 1912) 

he [Human] is the greatest wonder in na-
ture. All other things under God are al-
ways in themselves of one certain kind of 

being; this [human] essence is at once all of 
them. It possesses in itself images of the divine 
things upon which it depends. It also possesses 
the reasons and models of the inferior things 
that it in a sense brings forth. Since it is the 
mean of all things, it possesses the powers of 
all; hence it transforms itself into all things. 
And because it is itself the true bond of the 
universe, in passing into some things it does 
not forsake the others, but enters into individ-
ual things, at the same time preserving all 
things. Therefore it can with justice be called 
the center of nature, the middle point of all that 
is, the chain of the world, the face of all, and 
the knot and bond of the universe.  

Marsilio Ficino, Theologia Platonica, bk. 3, 
chap. 3, transl., Josephine L. Borroughs (Jour-
nal of the History of Ideas, 1944, 5:227-239) 

he will dynamic sweeps from the center to 
the periphery and builds the little world of 
form—the world of I and my, of me and 

mine. This world a prison makes. It hides the 
beauty rare; it shrouds the sound divine; it 
veils the Word incarnate. 

The will dynamic sweeps from that which is 
without to that which lies within. It builds the 

wider world of Thou and Thine, of Ours and 
That. The doors stand open wide; a light shines 
forth; a Word can then be spoken and many 
prisoners go free. 

The will dynamic sweeps around the world 
upon the wings of love divine. It sweeps 
throughout the universal world; it acclaims 
with joy the All, the Whole, the One. The Life 
then stands revealed. The universe stands free 
and with it [humanity]. 

Alice A. Bailey, Discipleship In the New Age, 
Vol. 1 (Lucis Publishing, 1944, 335-336) 

ohat, then, is the personified electric vital 
power, the transcendental binding Unity of 
all Cosmic Energies, on the unseen as on 

the manifested planes, the action of which re-
sembles—on an immense scale—that of a liv-
ing Force created by WILL , in those phenom-
ena where the seemingly subjective acts on the 
seemingly objective and propels it to action. 
Fohat is not only the living Symbol and Con-
tainer of that Force, but is looked upon by the 
Occultists as an Entity—the forces [It] acts 
upon being cosmic, human and terrestrial, and 
exercising their influence on all those planes 
respectively. On the earthly plane [Its] influ-
ence is felt in the magnetic and active force 
generated by the strong desire of the magnet-
izer. On the Cosmic, it is present in the con-
structive power that carries out, in the forma-
tion of things—from the planetary system 
down to the glow-worm and simple daisy—the 
plan in the mind of nature, or in the Divine 
Thought, with regard to the development and 
growth of that special thing. [It] is, metaphysi-
cally, the objectivized thought of the gods; the 
“Word made flesh,” on a lower scale, and the 
messenger of Cosmic and human ideations: the 
active force in Universal Life. 

Helena Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine,  Vol. 1 
(Theosophical Publishing House, 1888, 111) 
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* 
A website rich in resources for all who share in 

meditation  
work for world service during the full moon period 

* 
New papers each month from Joann S. Bakula,  
Michelle Pearce, Steve Nation, Malvin Artley.  

Archives from 2004 include Jan Nation, Glenys 
Lowery, and Phillip Lindsay. 

* 
       Hundreds of pages dedicated to full moon 

meditation. 
 

www.worldservicegroup.com  
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The rich history of Christianity 
and a bold vision of its future. 

"Encyclopedic in its coverage." 
“A masterpiece of research, insight and faith."  

“A must-read for believers and nonbelievers alike.”   
“Now I know there’s a place in Christianity for me.” 

Two volume set. 
Paperback $39.98, hardback $59.98. 

For ordering information see:  
www.uriel.com/bookstore. 
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“A masterpiece that weaves together the history of the soul 
through past ages up to the present time…  This living 
history of the soul creates understanding and meaning of 
our purpose in life.  Its kaleidoscopic view makes it essential 
reading for all students of human evolution.  The book is a 
classic for all seeking closer relationship with the soul.”  

 
302 pages.  Price $18.75 
1stBooks Library, 2004.  

ISBN: 141403251X 
For ordering information see: 

www.uriel.com/bookstore. 
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The soul’s sacred journey, 
from the teachings of Alice 
Bailey, the major 
Theosophists, and others. 

 
“For those who aspire to grow in knowledge  
on the spiritual path, this is a great gift for the soul’s 
journey onward.  New insights are greater 
understanding of the unity of all, and a desire to 
serve others. ..  A labor of love.” 

 
320 pages.  Price $20.75 

AuthorHouse, 2004. 
ISBN: 1418402753 

For ordering information see: 
www.uriel.com/bookstore. 
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