Capricorn: Sign of the Initiate
by Jan van der Linden

The sign of Capricorn is the sign of the goat, bling in search of food on rocky mountain peaks.
As always, there are higher and lower meaningymbsls — material as well as spiritual expressi@us.
what does this symbol represent? In the lower stresgoat represents the ambitious person, thelgree
seeker after the satisfaction of desire. In thatspl sense it symbolizes the striving aspiraegking the
satisfaction of his aspiration.

Another symbol associated with Capricorn is theom. The unicorn is a mythical animal, having
one long horn like a spear on its brow insteadefgoat’s two horns. The two have become one, lausl t
the unicorn represents the initiate.

According to the legend of the battle between thiearn and the lion, the unicorn uses its long horn
to blind the lion by piercing its eyes, and thekilis the lion by piercing its heart. The liongtking of
beasts, stands for the personality. It is defebyetthe emergence of the initiate consciousnessbsired by
the unicorn. This emergence of the initiate consan@ss leads to the triumph of group consciousaassof
world consciousness, the victory of selflessnessilumination over self-consciousness and selféstsn
(Esoteric Astrology, p. 155)

Capricorn is an earth sign. This too has differaaainings. On the one hand it can be considered as
the most material and concrete of the three ea@tissAnd thus it confronts us with a supreme @mage
and test. As we read Esoteric Astrology, “Capricorn connotes density, firm foundationsho®tization, the
mountain of karma that holds down the strugglingl $@n the other hand, however, Capricorn symlaediz
“the mountain of initiation which must eventuallg blimbed and surmounted.” In these two aspects
Capricorn “signifies therefore the great forceibé&tation which both drives into experience anddsi
experience to an end.” (p. 435)

This is expressed in the old Commentary througtidtewing beautiful and significantly symbolic
affirmation, which can have deep meaning for evisgiple on the Path of Ascent:

| am the densest point of all the concrete workinla tomb; | also am the womb. | am the rock
which sinks itself into the deep matter. | am theumtaintop on which the Son is born, on which the
Sun is seen, and that which catches the firstohlight.

(Esoteric Astrology, pp. 432-433)

Thus, the climbing of the mountain, the mountaiindfation, is the spiritual challenge of the sign
Capricorn. The cyclic tide of Capricornian energpesiring in during this astrological month (Decembdg
through January 19) is holding that challenge leetmr and assisting us in our climbing.

The first initiation, as we know and as we are rated each year at Christmas, is the birth of the
Christ consciousness, the new man, in the human. idee cave in Bethlehem is actually the cavéhef t
heart. It is within us.

This initiation of the birth has been prepareddaring a long time of gestation, of building the
“babe in Christ.” Then, “the first initiation markise beginning of a totally new life and mode ofrip. It
marks the commencement of a new manner of thindartgof conscious perception.” Quoting the Tibetan:

The life of the personality in the three worlds faseons nurtured the germ of this new life and
fostered the tiny spark of light within the relatidarkness of the lower nature. This process is now
being brought to a close [at the first initiatiotijough it is not at this stage entirely discongidufor



the “new man” has to learn to walk, to talk andteate; the consciousness is now, however, being
focused elsewhere. This leads to much pain anériodf until the definite choice is made, a new
dedication to service is vouchsafed, and the teitim ready to undergo the Baptism Initiation.

(The Rays and the Initiations, p. 667)

Many thousands of individuals within humanity haheeady undergone this birth of the new man. It
is an experience that, for all serious aspiranttherspiritual path — whether conscious of it ot, ties
behind them, mostly in an earlier incarnation. ‘§Tts factually proved by the lives of those who are
consciously and willingly oriented towards the ligivho see a wider world than that of their owrfiskl
interests, who are sensitive to the Christ life emthe spiritual consciousness in their fellownaed who
see an horizon and vistas of contact unperceivatidogverage man; they realize a possible spiritual
achievement, unknown and undesired by those whwsedre conditioned entirely by either the emation
the lower concrete mind.The Rays and the Initiations, pp. 665-6)

Although the actual birth experience for many tekeh place in a previous life, there usually is a
reoccurrence and recapitulation of that earlierettgsment in the present life cycle. This then means
strengthened realization of the point reached leefamd of the Christ life within. And the true mizenof
Christmas each year is that it calls attentiorhis tealization, its significance and its respoititjb

We also rediscover that the task is not yet finistror, as said, the “new man” must learn to walk,
speak and create, i.e., the Christ child in us s and mature. This is done on path of service, of
living from the Soul. It is to this path that theykvord of Capricorn applies: “Lost Am | in lightsernal, yet
on that light | turn my back.” This was the supremalization of the Christ entering on His missamn
Earth. It is also typical of every world server. \&te reminded that the Festival of the World Sexer
related to this sign of Capricorn and its key motto
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There is another factor of importance in connectiith the first initiation. We are told that the
experience of the first initiation will become asaavent for large groups within humanity at thizet We
can well imagine what it will mean for the futunedafor the Aquarian age, when the Christ consciessn
will be realized on such a large scale. Think @f¢hange in outlook and worldview that would préwit
in preparation for that to happen, at present fthele of mankind is passing en masse through the fi
which precede the first initiation.Djscipleship in the New Age, Vol. 2, p. 553)

It can be deeply revealing for us to look at theldiand what is happening today from this inner
perspective. What does this initiation of humamityan for us in practical terms? We can draw our own
conclusions from the words of the Tibetan in thigemt appeal:

There is the demand upon all disciplepacticipate in the effort of humanity, as a whole, to take the
first initiation with all the physical relinquishmes, and the agony that ever precedes the birtineof
Christ in the heart of the individual — only thise it is the hearts of all humanity. Preparatary t

this first initiation, there has always to be —iindually and now collectively for the first timethe
denial of the lower self and the fervid acceptamgéhe personality of the loss of all the material
factors which have held the soul a prisoner iltbenb of time.

Hence, my brothers, the wide extent of the mateléatruction to be seen on every hand, the depths
of physical poverty into which all men have beed are being plunged, the detachment ftben
priority of things which is being enforced, and the necessity fouitdling human life on sounder
values than the physical. In all this disciples anitiates are today sharing and (when understandin
is present and right orientation) the help whiabsthcan give who have already undergone the first
initiation, is great.



To this you are called, and upon your understandiggonse to the collective need will depend the
rapidity with which you will be enabled to achiet® next expansion of consciousness or initiation
which may be, for you as an individual, possibleu¥ave, therefore, to consider your individual
response to the demands of your own soul and yallective response to the collective need. It is
the initiate in you, the Christ in you, which ismaalled to this collective service, atiw radiation
today of the Christ spirit, actively present in the hearts of all disciples, isthe one thing which can
salvage mankind, enable humanity to move forward on to the PatBis€ipleship and thus evoke
that new spirit which can and will build the newnido

(Discipleship in the New Age, Vol.ll, p. 244)

Let us now meditate on this call to service andhis injunction to let the Christ spirit within us
radiate and express itself more fully.



